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Abstract:

Many African countries have pursued the creation of economic blocs as a
significant option to face various common challenges. This pursuit have prevailed
across the different regions of the continent for more than four decades. However,
this study is mainly focused on the eight economic blocs, which were approved at the
Gambia Summit in 2006, representing a pre-requisite step towards a comprehensive,

true economic union of the African continent.

In effect, the initial evaluation of the different African economic blocs, under scrutiny
in this study, displays a predominance of political and security issues in their outputs at the
expanse of the aspired economic goals. This fact can be attributed to numerous internal and
external factors in Africa that are to be highlighted in this paper.
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