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Algerian Desert Cities in the French Journey Literature between
Representation and Stereotypes: the City of Laghouat as a Model
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abstract

This study addresses the image of Algeria
through the discourse of two French writers-
travelers, in the colonial context, during the
nineteenth century. It sets a sketched image
of Laghouat depicted in the book of Eugene
Fromentin in ‘Sahara and Sahel’ and Henri
Duveyrier in  a Travel Journal. These
writings, featured by ethnocentric and
colonial traits, quenched by false exoticism
that reprimanded expansively a revolting
silent to the city, a quarry to an awful
genocide. These writings triggered off a gap
and represented a repugnant, rude, and a fake
societal conception . This stereotyping
representation suffocated the Arab voice, and
alienate Mohammedan believers and respond
only to their devotees.
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