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Abstract:

This study explores Amin Maalouf's novel
"Leon the African”, as a historical fiction
novel. The novel does not evoke History and
confine it to the past; rather, it seeks through
answering not only contemporary questions
inherent to World cultural conflicts, but also
the writer status as a Lebanese of mixed
cultural upbringing, Arab and French
culture. The study leans on linking the novel
to identity, its political dimensions and its
multiple backgrounds, which implements a
strategy of approaches the text from a
hermeneutic perspective. This approach rests
on a deep background knowledge that
enables to single out the illocutionary acts of
the script and the author’s intents, making
History a mere pretext.

Keywords. Identity, History, fiction, linguistic
clashes, the other, the self, hegemony
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Didier Eribon, Claude Lévi-Strauss De pres

et de loin, Paris, éd. Odile Jacobe, 1988, p.
169.

¥ Roland Barthes, Le plaisir du texte, Paris,
éd. Seuil, 2014, p. 33.

* Maxime Cervulle et Nelly Quemener,
Cultural studies: théories et méthodes,
Armand Colin, 2015, p. 8.

® Maalouf Amin, Léon I'Africain, éd. Jean-
Claude Lattes, Paris, 1986.
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2L Amin Maalouf, Origines, éd. Grasset, Paris,
2004, p. 7.
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2 Edgar Morin, La méthode 5. L’humanité
de ’humanité, Paris, éd. Seuil, 2008, p. 293.
24 Sarkozy veut proposer "un nouveau pacte
d'assimilation™ pour "s'intégrer a la Nation™,
Revue le point.
https://www.lepoint.fr/politique/sarkozy-
veut-proposer-un-nouveau-pacte-d-
assimilation-pour-s-integrer-a-la-nation-24-
05-2016-2041812_20.php
2 Anne  Chemin, «Intégration ou
assimilation, une histoire de nuances »,
Journal Le Monde, 11 novembre 2016.
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Daniel Benbassat, «Qu'est-ce que
I'exception  culturelle  francaise  ?»,
Contrepoints, 16 juin 2013,
https://www.contrepoints.org/2013/06/16/12
8151-quest-ce-que-lexception-culturelle-
francaise.
consulté le 10/4/2020.
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Louis-Jean  Calvet, Linguistique et
colonialisme: petit traité de glottophagie,
Paris, Payot, 1988.
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