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Abstract:

Ibrahim Al-Kouni's first achievements up
to the novel "Magicians" (1995) dealt with what |
called in my book "The Epic of Extreme Limits"
"The Epic of the Desert". In these works, Al-
Kony endeavored to end the city's monopoly of
the novel, as the epic of the city in the modern
era, as described by Lucas, following Hegel. He
tried to write a desert epic, where the desert as
well proves that it is capable of generating its
narration, which is no less technical in terms of
the complexity of the city's narration.

With the release of "The Magicians",
Ibrahim Al-Kouni started a new stage that can be
described as a "middle stage", in which the actual
time disappears completely, and only the
symbolic time appears. Moreover, with the novel
"Anubis" (2002), Al-Kouni started entering the
following stage, which | call the novel "The Lost
Dimension”, and | mean the novel "The Lost
Dimension", a novel that completely nullifies the
actual time, so that the symbolic time alone
becomes the course of the effectiveness and
object of the novel as well. The mechanism
followed by the novelist in this is the
construction of a parallel text, which is often a
primitive mythical text or a sacred text, which
contains a foundational tale, from Libyan or
Egyptian myths or from the texts of the Holy
Books, whose text remains in it, and the narrator
remains without it or matching it.

Keywords. Ibrahim Al-Kouni; the novel; city;
time; The Lost Dimension
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