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Abstract:

Money laundering is one of the most dangerous crimes that currently
threaten nations and directly contribute to the deterioration of their economies. It
occurs when illegally obtained funds from criminal activities such as terrorism,
drug trafficking, and others are integrated and then used in national and foreign
investments to give them a veneer of legitimacy.

This process contributes to increased inflation and a decline in exchange
rates for some countries, and sometimes even leads to a breakdown in
international relations.

Since money laundering is a transnational crime, its international
confrontation is insufficient without the activation of a national-level alert system,
such as a Financial Intelligence Unit, whose mission is to detect and report any
financial suspicions recorded within the financial institutions of a country.

Algeria was among the pioneering countries in establishing a Financial
Intelligence Unit under Executive Decree No. 02_127, as amended. This study
aims to examine the role of this unit and the challenges that hinder its
performance.

Keywords: Money laundering crime ; Financial Intelligence Unit ; Organized
crime ; Economic crime.
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