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Abstract:

This study aims at addressing the role of local civil society organizations in

independent observation of the electoral process as one of the most important
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international standards so as to ensure the transparency and fairness of elections.
However, the accompanying guarantees of the independent observation remains
the cornerstone of their evaluation and judgement i.e. neutrality, transparent
funding sources, the necessary expertise and experience which the organization
has in the field of election observation, credibility of reports, and convenient
recommendations for implementation. Yet, civil society observation in Algeria, in
Africa, and in the Arab region in general, which aspires to a successful democratic
transition as well as free and transparent elections, is still in its early stages of trial
and formation. This is due to a number of political and social obstacles related
mainly to accepting the idea politically in that there are counter authorities
independent of the state’s authority which aims at institutionalizing governance,
then the extent to which the civil society is independent financially and
functionally .

Keywords: Elections ; civil society ; independent observation ; guarantees.
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