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Abstract:

Investing in individuals is an investment in the comprehensive and
sustainable development of society, allowing everyone to contribute to the
service and development of their society, whenever there are appropriate
conditions and an enabling environment. States are currently striving to provide
best legislative practices and strategic plans to empower persons with special
needs in all spheres of life and to realize their aspirations, taking in to account
respect for human rights and the consensual principle of equality. Especially after
the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities as an
international treaty in 2008.

This research deals with the most important legal means to provide equal
opportunities for people with special needs in various fields of education,
employment, community participation and others, based on the best international
standards and practices to integrate people with disabilities, to raise the
challenges for them and to demonstrate the various obstacles and difficulties
before them. Taking the UAE experience as a successful model, it adopted the
National Policy for the Empowerment of People with Disabilities, based on the six
basic principles: health and rehabilitation, education, vocational rehabilitation and
employment, accessibility, social protection and family empowerment, public life,

culture and sports.
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The research concluded that the empowerment of persons with special
needs is a fundamental human right guaranteed by international conventions and
treaties and confirmed by national constitutions. Empowerment efforts also
require legislative intervention at more than one level in order to find appropriate
formulas and realistic practices for effective participation and equal opportunities
within an inclusive society that seeks to contain this productive group.

Keywords: people with disabilities; empowerment; access; protection;
rehabilitation.
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