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The evolution of foreign policy analysis field:

study in paradicmatic works
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Abstract:

Foreign policy analysis is The subfield of International Relations that seeks
to explain foreign policy, with reference to the theoretical ground of human deci-

sion makers, acting singly and in groups.

Three paradigmatic works laid the foundation of FPA, including works by
Richard Snyder and colleagues, James Rosenau, and Harold and Margaret Sprout.
Several emphases began to emerge from this foundation, including work on small/
large groups, events data, political psychology of leaders, cultural effects on foreign
policy, domestic political contestationss effects, and the influence of national attri-

butes and systemic characteristics .

FPA retains its emphases on actor-specific theory, multicausal explanations,
interdisciplinarity, and the explanations of FP processes, as well as its outcomes.
Current FPA scholarship explores linkages between the levels of FP analysis, and
combines that with a search for new methodologies that are more appropriate for

actor-specific theoretical investigation.

Key words: Foreign policy, Foreign policy analysis, Evolution of foreign policy, For-

eign decision making.
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