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The conflict in the movement of victory for democratic freedoms between
reformism and revolutionarism 1946-1950
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Abstract:

The Movement of Victory for Democratic Freedoms « knew between 1946- 1947« a
turning point as a road map of the Movement's activity after the Second World War «
which differed from the pre-war period. This station revealed the accumulation of
struggle of its militants in the homeland and the Diaspora to adapt to the new means of
conflict to face French colonial policy characterised by various aspects of repression that
prompted the movement to assume a high cost of detention of its activists and
confiscation of their newspapers« closing their headquarters and depriving them of
residence in their hometown« The participants had to study and evaluate the local
movement's conditions and provide pragmatic alternatives to the national resistance in
order to regain the Algerian people's rights

The conference revealed the depth and gravity of the difference and conflict between
three prominent forces within the movement: the public political action«the secret action
and the supporters of the armed struggle < Each party presented its arguments to justify its
position but within one front against one common enemy and accept coexistence for a
short time < This situation was changing as soon as the struggle developed and confronted
the colonial administration and its projects in containing the Algerian national
movement This statu quo made each party see the other party as being weak in
confrontation and see itself as the best alternative to achieve victory < developping these
readings as a conviction when the facts confirm those allegations and see it as evidence
to condemn its rival and reinforce these assumptions on the eve of the outbreak of the
revolution when movement dislocated to pieces till nowadays ¢
key words : Victory Movement for Democratic Freedoms, Messali, Conference 1947, The
paramilitary wing, Repression, Militants, revolutinarism, reformism.
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