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The practice of influence through functional Sufism: a study of
the Algerian regime experience
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Abstract:  This paper aims to identify aspects of the exercise of influence through
what is known as functional Sufism, and this is based on the Algerian experience during the
past two decades, where this was adopted as part of the state’s foreign policy tools. Everything
that symbolizes Sufism has received attention and appreciation in a way that expanded its
presence in what is greater than issues of faith and historical heritage, to issues of legitimacy,
loyalty and possession of support, and within the paths of competition and prestige.

The experience of the Algerian political system provides an appropriate framework for
understanding functional Sufism, and how Sufism aspects can be transformed from normative
elements into a tool of influence,. It is a mechanism that guarantees the realization of
symbolism, centralization and alliances that economic resources tools may not achieve.

Key words: Sufism; Influence; Algeria; Soft Power, Foreign Policy.
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