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Abstract:

This paperdiscusses value systems as relatively cultural
productsthatcontinuouslyinteractwith the conditions of their
social/historical moment. The article analyzes the distance between
the value system as an abstract structure and itsactualization in a
specific cultural reality. On the other hand, the paperexploresmadness
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and itsbehaviorwhich ignores moral systems -nudity in particular- in
both reality and narrative fiction. To discusspreviousideas, this article
examinesan actual incident thathappened in a smalltown in
Egyptduring the 80" of the past century, comparingitwithtwo narrative
fictions: the story of Hans Christian Anderson's “The Emperor’s New
Clothes” and Naguib Mahfouz’s story “Madness Whisper.”

The paperconcludesthatmadnessrepresents, in both cases, a challenge
to these value systems and a rebellionagainstthem. Moreover,
madnessrepresents a cultural actthatuncoversthese gaps between value
systems and their practices.

Keywords: Value system- Madness- Cultural context- theory and
practice- narrative discourse.
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