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Abstract:  
The Civilizations of Mesopotamia are considered among the oldest human civilizations, focusing 

primarily on human rights. Their main principle was justice and equality, which could only be 

achieved by safeguarding rights. This involved standing against all forms and of injustice, 

whether perpetrated by individuals or by rulers and officials. Laws were the effective means to 

safeguard these rights. Our knowledge about laws in the ancient world, both in general and 

specifically in the region between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, primarily revolves around the 
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laws of Hammurabi. Note that prior to Hammurabi, laws existed, like those of the Sumerians. 

These legislations granted rights and covered various aspects of life. Consequently, the 

foundational principles of laws were established to safeguard the rights of humans and 

individuals in ancient Iraq. These laws underwent further development throughout subsequent 

eras. 

This study will investigate ancient Iraqi laws and reforms regarding human rights. 
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