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Abstract :

The main purpose of this study is to clarify the notion of social network sites
with a special emphasis on its historical background and technical roots. We stress
the importance of apprchending Web 2.0 applications and its technical and
functional development which has paved the way and presage the arrival of the
social media. We accentuate on facebook usage -which is the most used site in
Algeria especially by the youth- and its relation to the accumulation of social capital,
a pivotal concept and basic resource that affects many aspects of the psychological
and social life of the users associated with two main dimensions (social confidence
and life satisfaction), that with the assurance that its ahsence or degradation leads to
many societal problems.

Keywords : Usage theory - Social capital - Social betworks - Facebook-
Social confidence - Life satisfaction
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“A century ago, social relationships were largely confined to the distance of
an casy walk. Most were conducted in person, within small communities: family,
neighbors, and townspeople...From birth to death one could depend on relatively
even-textured social surroundings. Words, faces, gestures, and possibilities were
relatively consistent, coherent and slow to change.”(Gerlander, 1996, p: 1)

39



SN e B o) 3 e W plsal OF Gl ay sk

s «Social Capital Pz Jur WS G AL 2T s, PRt PO
L NSTCRN COREPN AN T S (IS, R R P P P ST 0
Mol 3 ide S A pdoiey ot o g e 01 Lol LSS 3 Rdelid

sl Y1 a8 S

W EAA A QU oy DlanY) W) 2 b By ey

o Lo Pl T ke gt (6 e e W a5 Y T a2 1 e 08 sl 3 5 plasna

0o Joo e AU DLl o L ol ol e Yy el 5l g L) WY

delann Yl pglala) s Gkl 28U U3 B0 olb ladll pgaliin) LS5 Vg cadl

Ll olaldoizal e 3l U gl oda Lzl 3 G ey o ol AV B2l el 3
¢ L R PR WP NP o e L & pgls CJ}.L et |

gld! s & o daxt b e
Gl ¥l JUI ol J ClalionaS 8L e Lo J1 s Aslasr ¥ AR <

A2y gViPierre Bourdieu Jles] ol LI S pagda a3
- f : 2 (T x i == e

sl Jbo Ay 0 Sle o o ol Gl g N SN e plais] e Sl
caldna ! g p!‘d:.‘l: o olact] By Q.&L..::.-\’l JUl o o Bourdieu.\sd}‘i,
sl e amts
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(Lévesque, 2000, p: 2)
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«Social capital is defined by its function, it is not single entity, but a variety
of different entities having two characteristics in common : they all consist of some
aspect of a social structure, and they facilitate certain actions of individuals who are
within the structure » (Colleman, 1990, p : 302)
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“Several studies and expert opinions suggest that use of social media in general

might have a beneficial effect on children and adolescents by enhancing communication,
social connection, and even technical skills™ (D' Amato, 2012, p: 403)
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“The main problem in the current OSN is the generalization of trust in OSN.
Friends in a group arc assumed to be trusted equally ...Some friends are likely to be
more trustworthiness compared to the rest”(Chieng, 2015, p: 2)
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“So far, existing research has invested significant efforts into understanding
implications of Social Media adoption for users, including young adolescents. On
the positive side, studies underline the benefits of social connectedness and social
capital as users seek advice and emotional support from friends and relatives on
Social Networking Sites (SNSs), like Facebook™(Krasnova, 2013, p: 1)
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“Those with lower self-esteem and those who are less satisfied with their life
gained more from their use of Facebook in terms of bridging social capital than
participants with higher self-esteem. In the authors’ approach, the effect of online
networking is basically mediated by its ability to deepen and expand users’ social
relationships™ (Sabatibi, 2014, p: 5)
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