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Media Coverage of Corruption Issues in Algerian
Newspapers. Descripto-Analytical study of the

newspapers: Al-Nahar Al-Jadeed - Al- Khabar - Al
Chourouk Al Yaoumi, during the year 2013.
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Abstract

This research belongs to the descriptive analytical
studies. It seeks to analyze, through the media survey and
comparative method, a set of facts related to the media’s
coverage of the corruption phenomenon in the following
Algerian newspapers: An-Nahar Al-Jadeed, Al-Khabar
Al-Chourouk Al-Yaoumi. Therefore, this research aims
to answer several questions :

1) How does the press contribute to shaping public
opinion?

2) What is the extent of the Algerian daily
newspapers’ interest in corruption issues in
Algeria?

3) What are the types of corruption cases most dealt
with by the Algerian daily newspapers?

Several results have been reached, including the
following ones:

- The entire media coverage did not reflect the level
of seriousness of the corruption phenomenon,
whether in terms of quantity or quality.
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The interest in corruption cases in Algeria was
characterized by irregular press coverage, as it was
linked to the occasions and the nature of those
accused of being involved in corruption cases, such
as The Minister Chakib Khalil.

Media treatment of corruption issues was mainly
limited to one journalistic type, by the three
newspapers, which is the press release. This type
does not rise up to the level of dealing with the
repercussions and exacerbation of the corruption
phenomenon.

The means of highlighting corruption issues were
very modest and did not meet the required purpose
to attract the reader's attention to them. The vast
majority of corruption-related topics were
published only on the inside pages (93,93 %).

In their investigation of corruption cases, the three
newspapers relied on two main sources: judicial
and security ones, and this is at a rate of (50.5%).
This may be due to the difficulty of accessing the
information sources, and the obstacles faced by
journalists charged with covering and following up
developments in corruption cases.

Media coverage did not highlight the crimes of the
"elite” in Algeria, not in the way the Algerian
reader might have expected from those
newspapers.

The objectives of publishing corruption cases were
not clear. It was more leaning towards filling the
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gaps and raising the reader’s thrill in order to sell
the newspaper, at the exception of Al-Khabar.

Key words: corruption, media coverage, public
opinion.
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