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The Legal Nature of Hydrocarbons Exploration and Exploitation Contracts, Analytical 

reading in the light of hydrocarbon law No° 19/13

skikda.dz-fa.toumi@univ  

 

The contracts for exploration and exploitation of hydrocarbons are the legal tools for the 

exploitation of petroleum and gas resources, they are the most important contracts 

concluded by the state, as they differ from other contracts in civil and commercial matters 

because the contracting parties belong to different legal regimes, which raises the issue of 

the legal adaptation of these type of contracts, where The contracting state focusing on the 

contractual relationship to its internal law, on the basis of the two principles of ownership 

and sovereignty, and in return foreign companies consider that the contractual relationship 

is based on the principle of equality in contracting, so they seek to subordinate them to 

general international law, and through this research paper that we tried. the legal nature of 

contracts for exploration and exploitation of hydrocarbons is based on defining their 

concept, presenting and analyzing the most important jurisprudential trends that dealt with 

their legal adaptation, to conclude the direction adopted by the Algerian legislator in 

adapting these contracts, in Law No  19/13 related to hydrocarbons.
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Ordonnance n° 58-1111 du 22 novembre 1958 relative à la recherche, à l'exploitation, au 

transport par canalisations des hydrocarbures et au régime fiscal de ces activités dans les 

zones de l'Organisation commune des régions sahariennes, JO N°274 DU 23/11/1958.
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 https://www.icj-cij.org/public/files/case-related/16/016-19520722-JUD-01-02-FR.pdf
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