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Abstract : 
The African continent has lived and is still experiencing the dire effects of foreign colonialism for 
many decades, as it inherited many challenges that have transformed throughout history into 
intractable crises, especially those related to the mechanisms and path of building the modern state 
and its institutions, due to many factors that revolved mainly around the conflict of identities 
Ethnic, religious, and border disputes, in addition to the lack of security and political stability of 
state institutions, as the state became a subject of conflict due to the decline and lack of indicators 
of the legitimacy of the authority, which negatively affected the image of these countries regionally 
and globally, as it was classified within what was termed failed states. In addition to the growing 
phenomenon of militarization of political regimes through military coups, and the inability of the 
central authority to impose its control over the various regions belonging to it as a result of those 
tribal and ethnic conflicts, which in many cases exceeded their national borders. This constituted 
an obstacle to the philosophy of state building in Africa. This path was also associated with the 
emergence of new threats that touched their existence, reflected in the borders inherited from 
colonialism, which were characterized by varying degrees of vulnerability, given the multiple 
ethnic and tribal composition in those societies. On the other hand, these countries, through their 
weak internal structure, have become a source of regional instability and a direct threat to regional 
and global security as a whole. 
Key words: Tribe, threat, state building, societal structure. 
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