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Abstract:

Educational system is part of social structure, which interferes with it, affects and be affected by
it. The educational system aims at society’s common objectives i.e. it does not come from
nowhere, but it is composed and resembles the culture, the social, religious, and political systems
within a one society.

School is a social institution that reflects culture and passes it to learners; it is a small social
system where children can learn morals, social habits, and ways to build relations with others.
School plays an important role in building individual’s character and enhancing it by linking him
to his society and his culture. However it works on creating a group and enhancing its values,
and selecting its direction since it is one of the main channels to convey values through
generations. According to that, any efforts to revolutionize the society must pass by a deep
reform of education. The Imam Abd EI Hamid Ibn Badis, may Allah have mercy on his soul,
argued that Muslims and Muslim scholars cannot be good enough; only if their education
systems develops, he says: “Muslims will not be good, until their scholars are good, because
scholars of any given nation are like a heart in the body, if it is healthy, the whole body is
healthy and if it is corrupt, the whole body is corrupt, however scholars will not be good only if
their education is good, for education is what stigmatizes the individual’s future and how he
reacts amongst others and towards himself”

Cities like Tlemcen, Bijaya and Mazouna were fortresses for science and places for the biggest
scientific institutes in Algeria during the Ottoman era; where hundreds of scholars in language,
grammar, figh and science are graduated.

Our paper deals with the scientific and educational role that the famous Mazouna School played,
known for science and educational patterns, which was also an example in the middle east, they
say, they used to ask he who travels for knowledge in Levant and Egypt, whether he studied in
Mazouna.

Mazouna School took this important status thanks to its Sheikhs, scholars, students and
educational patterns it followed back then. So, Mazouna really deserved to be called the city of
science and scientists.

Key words: Mazouna - Mazouna School - language - Educational system — knowledge-
Ottoman era.
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