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Freedom of religion is one of the oldest and most controversial of all human rights
and has been the object of international concern from the very beginnings of the
modern international state system .The universal declaration of human rights
recognizes religious freedom as universal right. Religious freedom is the
fundamental of every human being to freely choose a religion, or to have no religion,
and to pursue that belief publicly, without being a victim of oppression or
discrimination. The freedom of thought, conscience and religion is a well attested
component of the human rights canon. It is found in the principal international
human rights instruments and is widely regarded as a key elements of the protective
framework. Yet it has an uneasy relationship with other elements of human rights,
such as the freedom of expression, and the degree to which the realization of the
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freedom of religion necessitates a collective as opposed to an individualist paradigm
can be a source of further friction. There are also difficulties in locating where the
freedom of religion lies in relation to the freedom of association as well, as the
problems of determining when the freedom of religion can be subject to legitimate
restriction within a human rights framework.

PRV

Religion - The freedom of thought, conscience and religion- Freedom of belief -
The Manifestation of Religion - International Protection.
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' FRANCISCO PAREDES : Religious Freedom and the declaration of human rights, FIDES
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