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Abstract

It is almost taken for granted that there is no consensus about the exact definition of the term
discourse in critical studies and this due to number of subjects that this concept deals with on
the one hand, and the different background from which the researchers com from on the other
Hence , it has become incumbent among critics to clarify the meaning of this term while
taking into account the fact that the Westerners and some of the Arab critics had taught this
concept and therefore had contributed to make such concepts central to the modern Arab
literary studies. In order to explore this concept, this research brings to the fore the following
points: the difinition of discourse, novelistic discours, discours for the formalists, and last but

not least the difference between discourse and text.

Key words : discourse, text, story, enunciation, enunciated, discourse structure,
intertextuality, novelistic discourse, literary discourse, literary studies, formalists.
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