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Abstract:
Art is related, according to Herbert Marcuse, to the radical criticism of real world. Adopting
such philosophy of rejection seems as dreaming of a new world in which human beings are
reconciled with themselves for more freedom and liberation. Art is an effective factor of
change or a radical rejection that can free human beings from the manipulation and the
authority of technological rationality. In this context, such critical practice is a rejection of
actual existence, a transcendence to overcome the crisis of instrumentalism that
characterises the industrial society. For this reason Marcuse thinks that, imagination itself
represents human freedom since that it does not obey to what is imposed by the reality. It
requires instead of that a new and different world. The critical role of art has a deep effect in
reconstruction of real world and therefore in establishing a new way of living. This
revolutionary transformation could be achieved only by art. Hence, the progress and
sublimation of art pave the way for human happiness and that could certainly make end to
the separation between aesthetics and reality.
Keywords: Herbert Marcuse; Art and Alienation; Philosophy of Rejection; Aesthetics of
Protest; Critical Philosophy
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