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Arabs and translation between the specificity of

language and the universality of knowledge
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Abstract: The purpose of this article is to examine the theory that the contribution of Arabs
in the area of transfer of Greek knowledge and scientific output was insignificant. This
theory refers to a linguistic criterion according to which the distance between the Indo-
European languages and the Semitic languages. We have shown that the foundation of this
theory is ideological, and is an aspect of a "scholarly Islamophobia”. We came to the
conclusion that the language issue was not an obstacle for the Arabs to adapt the
specificity of their language to the universal character of wisdom and Greek knowledge.
Keywords :Translation; Language hierarchy; Language families; Ideology; Linguistic

relativitism.
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