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Religious difference from the Kalam perspective
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Abstract:  Theology was defined as a theoretic and intellectual art of explaining,

understanding and teaching the doctrine of monotheism. It's also the claiming mission of the
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defense and protecting the religious principles against the antagonists. Several factors and
reasons have combined in the emergence of this science, on top of which is that controversy
and those debates that brought Muslims with people of other religions who failed politically
and militarily in the face of Islamic conquests; they don’t found any other way than religious
topics to attack the Muslims except criticizing their faith. So, Theologians with all their
wisdom and logical knowledge; takes a position of refuting their purpose and defending
doctrine with argumentative responses and detailed researches. For the rigorous theological
brain, there was no way to interreligious rapprochement dialogue; it was constantly living in
the arena of conflict and contention, where the ego is submerged with the spirit of delimited
rightness and exclusive salvation. We try with our basic problematic to analyze the
possibilities of an objective dialogue with (the other — the different). Which means rejecting
all forms of religious difference, and this is what we wanted to show by extending and
presenting examples of forms of theological debate between Muslims and other religions
and sects representatives. This means that the relationship between the theologians and the
other (non-Muslims) was based on conflict and antagonism. This is proven by the heritage of
Islamic theology. In editing this paper, we relied on the historical approach and the
comparative analytical approach. The purpose of this paper was to witness and depict
theologically the dialectical relation between: (self and the other), between Muslims and

other religions and sects.
Keywords:  llm al-kalam; salvation; religious difference; theology dialectic; religious
dialogue.
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