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An overview of the epidemics history in Tunisia
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Abstract:

Tunisia has never been far from the world and since antiquity it has known many epidemics like the
maghreb countries. The most important epidemics back to the 14th century, like the typhoid fever and the
greatest plague during the Hafsid era, with the number of victims reaching 1000 daily. Also epidemic of 1702
during the Ottoman petiod and the great epidemic and the plague of 1818-1820 during the Husaynid period. The
cholera hit Tunisia during various periods, leading to numerous deaths and serious economic and social losses.
But every time Tunisia defeats epidemics. The most important ways to confront these epidemics were quarantine,
called "curnetinea", isolation of patients for 15 days, also burning the dead clothes, medical treatment, prayer and
reading Quran and resort to traditional medicine. Perhaps with this approach we ate helping to understand the
causes of these epidemics, their origins and their evolution. Our present is not separated from our past, especially
as we are now witnessing a pandemic that has swept the world, claiming thousands of victims under the name
"Covid 19" or "Corona virus". Thus, reflection on history allow the humanity to use the experiences and develop
intelligence to confront the challenges of today.
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