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Quantitative and qualitative determinants in the security policy of the
Romans - an approach to the case of the ancient Maghreb
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Abstract:

The Roman army implemented different security policies in time and place. It differed
according to the diversity of the military fronts and the degrees of risks of rebellion and
revolutions. In the ancient Maghreb, a qualitative, long-term policy was implemented that
relied on reducing the number of soldiers, regular units, and axillaries, It was the target of a
security strategy and one of the means of propaganda aimed at convincing the inhabitants of
Rome that the ancient Maghreb and the Roman West in general (Gaul, Iberia and Britain)..
These became free of hostile actions due to the widespread acceptance of the Roman culture
and urbanization by the local population and the influence of its power. In contrast to regions
considered dangerous and barbaric such as the Danube, the Rhine and Mesopotamia,
whatever the justifications, the reality that was in the ancient Maghreb created an exception in
terms of security and cultural responses from the rest of the Roman provinces. Did the
Romans really succeed in integrating Maghreb society under the pretext of implementing a

qualitative, low-quantity policy in the number of protective soldiers in the Maghreb?.

Keywords: Strategy, Quantitative and Qualitative Politics, Roman Recruitment, Ancient
Maghreb.
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