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Televised Religious Discourse and the Formation of a Woman's Religious

Identity : Empirical Study on a sample of women in the city of Mascara
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Abstract:

The present study aims at understanding the identity responses of women through the different
televised religious rhetoric shows broadcast on Algerian television programs. Given that women the
core of transformation and the main character of change, the study focused on an intentional sample
consisting of twelve (12)study cases from the city of Mascara to investigate the extent to which
Algerian women comprehend the televised religious discourse and the degree of its contribution in
controlling the pace of their daily religious practices within the social space. Accordingly, The
Weberian approach was used for data analysis. The study concluded that the Mascarian women under
study experience a kind of false awareness sometimes and an anxious awareness at other times
(Thinking about the afterlife, heaven, hell, reward, punishment..), as many of her daily social practices
and behaviors reflect a distinct reality that amounts to contradicting the self-described ideal model.

Besides, it can be said that the televised religious discourse has becomea superficial and cultural fuel to
be commoditized by measuring the level of audimats in terms of its promotion and the calculation of

its profit rates in light of a competing religious consumer market.
Keywords: Discourse; Television; Women; Religious Identity; Religiosity.
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