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Summary: Tlemcen has established special relationships with southern Sudan in
the medieval era. Taking benefit from the geographical location of the city that
was the central node of three basic directions in the territorial commercial
movement from east, north and south, and taking advantage from the political
vacuum left by the state of muwahidin by enlarging its political and commercial
frontiers towards Seldjelmassa, supported by the diversity of its local and
transitory production, to stand firm for drawing the commercial map towards
southern Sudan and Europe.
The Tlemceni commercial companies had a significant role, by their position in
the commercial centers, relying between them through commercial agents who
participated for the revitalization of the commercial movement, its establishment
and its empowerment, through interaction between them and the political class
in both Tlemcen and southern Sudan, the strong effect that allowed them to last
for decades, targeting the diversity of essential goods that flowed in ease.
The commercial movement impacts were not limited towards southern Sudan in
the economical side only, butit surpassed it by establishing a network of political,
cultural, and civilizational relationships between the two sides of the desert,
there were communications and hospitality between Ziani state and southern
Sudan, Tlemcen and its scholars had also contributed to spread Islam and Islamic

culture, the fact that made its beneficial effects at the political and popular level,
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so that it has become crowded with Islamic scholars and judges, and stayed in
this state until our age.
Key words: commercial convoys - southern Sudan - economic activity -

commercial centers -political and civilizational dimensions.
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