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Between Approval and Rejection: The Attitude of Modernists towards Traditional
Heritage- Adonis’s Position as a Case Study
Abstract: This article delves into the most significant critical views that disapprove of the

modernist’s judgment on the importance of traditional heritage, which is deemed as
controversial. The traditionalists have always opposed modernism in a way that protects
and promotes the legacy of tradition. This disagreement between researchers and scholars
has proven to be divisive and the accumulation of their opinions has never been conclusive.
Understanding the reasons behind this division requires an exploration of the deepest
meanings of concepts such as “tradition” and “modernity,” with an aim of finding the
middle ground between the two. Whilst the proponents of tradition insisted on a revival of
the heritage, the modernists called for an alienation from it. Throughout this study, some of
the names have been evoked beside Adonis, with a great emphasis on the latter. Owing to
his inspiration by the Western trend, and given his pioneering position as a fierce critic of
imitation and an advocate of innovation, he became regarded as a polemicist in the context
of Arabic literary criticism. Key words: Traditional heritage; modernity; Adonis;
acceptance; rejection; innovation
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