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ABSTRAT 

         Critical Thinking is one of the key goals of education .Thus, it should receive more 

devotion and all of its thinking is one of its possible effects on language learning should be 

explored. Moreover, educators have long been interested in the significance of critical 

thinking skills as an outcome of students learning. Reading is the most important skill which 

humans should acquire, as it is the means of enjoyment and pleasure, and the mother of all 

skills. 

          The current study focuses on the effectiveness of reading the literary genre of short 

stories in fostering critical thinking skills of 50 Second Year EFL Students at the Department 

of English – University of Sidi Bel Abbes-Algeria. The data were collected through Pre-Post 

Tests based on a questionnaire and a lesson about critical thinking skills as a remedy. Students 

were asked to answer questions to reveal their reading comprehension strategies. The findings 

of the study showed that reading short stories has a significant role in enhancing critical 

thinking skills. Also, the study came up with such a fact that short stories can promote critical 

thinking skills in the EFL Students’ behavior. Therefore, short stories’ reading has to be 

implemented within the Algerian Educational Curriculum. 

Keywords: Critical thinking, EFL Students, reading comprehension strategies 

 reading literary works, short stories 
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INTRODUCTION 

The development of critical thinking skills has been inextricably linked to 

being successful in the laborious 21st century world. Critical thinking develops 

responsibility and competencies for good democratic citizenship , and leads to 

better learning and transfer of knowledge . In educational research many 

attempts have been made to develop and test critical thinking teaching 

strategies. It is still unclear how critical thinking skills can be best taught 

(Boumediene et al, 2021).Many studies attempted to cultivate critical thinking 

skills and try to improve the thinking skills’ weaknesses of learners in general 

and the graduate learners in particular. 

2. Literature Review 

         Critical thinking has been defined in many different ways; very broad 

definitions include ‘thinking which has a purpose ‘or ‘reflective judgment’. 

Moreover, to think critically is to examine ideas, evaluate them against what 

you already know and make decisions about their merit. Facione (1990) 

explained that the main constituents of critical thinking are a set of 6 skills that 

are: interpretation _ clarifying meaning, analysis _ examining arguments, 

inference, drawing conclusions, explanation, presenting arguments.  Critical 

thinking skills are an essential element in every action; in our study, in reading, 

in writing our assignments and even in dealing with others. In addition, Ennis ( 

2015) defined critical thinking as  « reflective and reasonable thinking that is 

focused on deciding what to believe or do ». Critical thinking includes the 

component skills of analyzing, arguments, making inferences using inductive 

or deductive reasoning, judging or evaluating, and making decisions or solving 

problems. Similarly, critical thinking was defined as « the mental processes, 

strategic, and representations people use to solve problems, make decisions, 

and learn new concepts » (Halpern,2012). 

         Critical Thinking is one of the key goals of education so, it should receive 

more devotion and all of its thinking is one of its possible effects on language 

learning should be explored. Moreover, educators have long been interested in 

the significance of critical thinking skills as an outcome of students learning. 

Furthermore, reading is the most important skill which humans should acquire, 

as it is the means of enjoyment and pleasure, and the mother of all skills. Thus, 

it is an important language skill and a highly complicated act that everyone 

must learn. Critical thinking skills can be acquired at any stage of the mental 

development of individuals. Moreover; short stories can help students to 

develop critical thinking skills and a special instruction is required in order to 

make active reading an appropriate area for the practice and promotion of 
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critical thinking skills of advanced college students, also, criteria needed to 

create the appropriate methodology must be chosen according to students 

‘needs and context. Finally, most researchers working in the area of critical 

thinking agree on the important role of background knowledge. In particular, 

most researchers see background knowledge as essential if students are to 

demonstrate their critical thinking skills. One can conclude that in the process 

of language learning and teaching, foreign language learners lack some 

essential elements in their methods and techniques. These vital elements in 

teaching and learning language are critical thinking skills. In fact, providing 

students with more opportunities to achieve critical thinking skills is an 

academic responsibility that educators must consider. More precisely, critical 

thinking skills can urge students to develop cognitively.  

        Furthermore, critical thinking is seen as a process of achieving the higher 

level of thinking and reasoning abilities of the EFL learners by using some 

strategies in order to get the needed results. From this perspective, critical 

theory seems to be an appropriate resource in order to guide, correct and 

improve the students’ intellectual growth. In wide brief, critical thinking is 

considered as an academic skill of being able to look at ideas and problems to 

assess them. It also involves the ability to see links between concepts and 

enhance one’s own thoughts or active participation in different disciplines 

(Boumediene,2018).Moreover,  reading and understanding short stories can be 

a suitable critical thinking practice. In short stories, students should have 

critical eyes and try to convey their thoughts towards them critically as well; 

they should ask questions, and assume judgments. Though short stories vary 

depending on different contexts , they are considered as a productive and 

positive activity. Ramdiah & Corebima (2014) discussed the concept of 

standardized instruction in how to think and introduced a four-part model for 

the explicit instruction of critical thinking as follows: dispositions for critical 

thinking, instruction in the skills, structure training, and metacognitive 

monitoring. Daud and Husin (2004) declared that there are still quite a number 

of educational institutions that still emphasize on ‘what’ to think rather than 

‘how’ to think. Schmit (2009) saw that «critical readers reflect on the passage 

by making observations, such as offering relevant examples or arguments. 

Critical readers should be able to infer what meaning the passage, as a whole, 

being able to look beyond the surface language ». 

          In order to read between lines, the conventional tools and techniques are 

not beneficial anymore and much more advanced equipment is required. 

Boumediene et al, (2017) suggested that students require reading and critical 

thinking to be actively involved in the learning process and they individually 



Using Short Stories to Enhance EFL Students’ Critical Thinking 

Boumediene Houda 

684 

understand and apply the information they are exposed to during the class room 

interaction. Thus, learners should learn how to produce and receive information 

through language critical based on what mentioned and lots of other reasons. 

Debuts (2013) added that «critical thinking is an attitude of being disposed to 

consider in a thoughtful way the problems and subjects that come within the 

range of one’s experiences ». A more recent model for teaching critical thinking 

in an ESL context and worth noting is a model proposed by Ruiz-Junco (2011) 

which included five-step process that is as follows: a pre-reading introduction 

about the background and/or cultural knowledge of the selected text, a 

comprehension activity by the explication of the main idea of each paragraph, 

explore the logic of the text, evaluating the logic of the text, and 

writing/composition .  

          Critical thinking is introduced in the educational settings so as to 

promote thinking in students. Many scholars basically stressed the necessity to 

make learners critical thinkers (Facione, 2011;Paul et al., 2006; Ennis, 2015; 

Yang et al., 2009). Paul and Elder (2006) explained that developing critical 

thinkers is important and should be the central goal of all academic institutions 

as well, through the use of effective steps. Moore (2011) considered that 

developing critical thinkers is necessary to have good learning, and further in 

order to act as dynamic and active citizens in our society. Ennis (2015) 

suggested that “By helping students become better thinkers, we would enable 

them to become better writers and vice-versa.”(p31) Zahrani (2017) stated that 

improving students’ critical thinking skills can be a universal aim of all 

academic endeavors. Alwine (2014) clarified that «the learners are in a sense, 

exercising and applying what experts in critical thinking termed as: 

explanation, analysis, synthesis, argumentation, interpretation, evaluation 

inference and application ». 

 

3. Statement of the Problem 

          The EFL students required to use their thinking skills excessively 

especially critical thinking skills to master reading strategies. However, they do 

not know what is critical thinking? Why is it needed? And how it can be 

developed? The critical thinking skills of the EFL students are not used at all 

.Therefore, they are not able to deal with comprehension strategies like 

analyzing literary text deeply. Students are not also encouraged to process the 

information from texts by themselves through an intellectual engagement, 

analysis and interpretation of the text. And mainly, critical thinking is not 

taught properly and teachers do not participate in enhancing the thinking level 

of the students. 
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4. Research Aim 

       The aim of this study is to find a way to develop the critical thinking 

processes of the EFL students. It is going to focus on the effects of reading 

short stories on the development of the critical thinking skills and to make the 

participants able to deal with complex issues in their studies and their lives 

later, through mastering critical strategies. The study concentrates on the 

enhancement of critical thinking by using reading comprehension skills applied 

on literary texts such as short stories.  

 5.Research Questions 

      The EFL students faces many problems in applying their thinking skills in 

their learning skills. Hence, we tried in this work to investigate about three 

questions:     

 Why  do the graduate students need critical thinking skills ? 

 Does reading comprehension have an effect on the development of 

critical thinking? 

 Do short stories play any role in enhancing critical thinking skills?   

 6. Hypotheses of the Study  

           Critical thinking invokes interpretation, analysis, evaluation, inference 

skills, and presenting arguments which are necessary for learners . This 

research suggests a solution or a tool to develop these thinking skills. The 

proposed tool is reading short stories to enhance graduate students critical 

thinking. Thus, we hypothesize that reading literary short stories will develop 

the critical thinking skills in the EFL students’ reading practices. 

7. Research Methodology and Tools  

This research is a quasi-experimental study in which a questionnaire is used to 

identify the comprehension level of the students, and the impact of reading 

comprehension on the critical thinking skills. The questionnaire is used as a pre 

/post-test about two short stories (Snow White and The Seven Dwarfs) and ( 

The Black Cat) that the sample already read . Also, a lesson about critical 

thinking is planned and taught directly after the pre- test to the participants to 

make them more familiar with the critical thinking process. Then, so as to 

check the effect this lesson could make on reading skills we used the Post-test . 

The data were collected from the answers to the test about the two short stories’ 

themes of 50 Second Year License students at the English Department-

University of  Sidi Bel Abbes-Algeria. 

7-Analysis and Interpretation of Data 
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        The study aims to enhance the critical thinking skill through reading short 

stories. The results reached from this study were subject to an analysis to 

provide an answer to the research questions in form of charts as follow: 

7.1 Analysis and Interpretations of the Questionnaire 

The first section is about the number of students and their gender. There 

are 50 participants,19 male and 31 female from the University of Sidi Bel 

Abbes. 
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Section :two 

Q 1 : How long have you been studying English? 

Fig. 1.:Duration of English Studies 

 

The answers of the students are differentiated from 2 years to 4 years. 34 

students were studying English for two years, 10 students were studying 

English for 3 years, and 6 students were studying English for 4 years. What can 

be observed is that the majority of them are compatible with time since our 

case study is the second year in the university. The rest may present the weak 

group in English language 

Q2 : How do you consider your level in English ? 

Fig. 2.:The students ‘Level in English 

 

The question is asked to check the students’ level in English language. 

Here there are 9 students who choose : a - very good, 15 students choose : b-

good, 18 students choose :c-average, and 8 students choose : d-poor. From this 

study we can see that the majority have lower  level which may give sense to 

the fact of being weak in giving write answers using English language. 
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Q3 :Do you like reading? 

Fig. 3.: Reading Preferences 

 

This Question was asked to confirm the ability of using reading skill in 

our experiment. 11 students choose  a-A lot,  22 students choose b-A little, and 

17 students choose b- Not at all. Those who read a little were the majority 

which could give us the opportunity to use reading skill. The study also show 

that reading skill is not developed very well, which it can be the reason that 

make the students non-critical thinkers. 

Q 4: How often does your teacher encourage/ask you to read? 

Fig.4.: The Teacher’s Encouragement for Reading 

 

The goal from asking such question is to investigate the role of the class 

in enhancing reading skill in the students. There are 13 students who answers a. 

Frequently, 14 students who answers b. Sometimes, 12 students who answers c. 

Rarely, and 11 students who answers d. Never. This figure illustrates the efforts 

of the teachers in encouraging their students to read, most of the students see 

that their teachers were encouraging them to read. 

Q5 :How often do you read in English without being asked? 

Fig.5. How Much Reading without Being Asked 

0

5

10

15

20

25

a b c

th
e

 s
tu

d
e

n
ts

the answers

0

5

10

15

a b c d

th
e

 s
tu

d
e

n
ts

the answers

students



Using Short Stories to Enhance EFL Students’ Critical Thinking 

Boumediene Houda 

646 

 

The most preferred answer for this question is b-sometimes, it was 

selected by 19 students, 15 students selected c-Rarely , 8 students selected a-

frequently and other 8 students selected the answer d-Never. The aim from 

asking such question is see if reading is a voluntary action or mandatory. We 

can say that the number of those who read from their own in this group is not 

few. 

Q6 :Your level in reading comprehension (according to your marks) is: 

Fig. 6: Students’ Evaluation of their Reading 

 

It was very clear that most of the participants has weak level in reading 

comprehension, because 21 students selected the answer c-weak which means 

that they have a serious problem, 19 students selected b-Moderate but 10 

students answers a-Good. The study show that the level of reading 

comprehension is low , the reason could be the reluctance of the majority of 

them to read. 

Q7 :Decoding (interpreting) the exams’ questions is generally: 

Fig.7.:Decoding the Exams’ Questions 
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This question is aimed to investigate whether these students has one of 

the most important reading comprehension skills which is interpretation, 27 

students selected the answer a-difficult this result indicates that reading 

comprehension skills are not well developed in this group, also the mental 

abilities are not well used. 13 students selected the answer b-Not difficult and 

10 students selected the answer c-Very easy. 

 

Q8 :How do you find the following types of exercises? 

• Multiple choice     • True/ false             • Matching               • Sentence order       

Fig. 8. The Capacity of Students to Answer Different Types of Questions 
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What can be observed from this study is that the students are not very 

compatible to deal with simple questions and the reason could be the difficulty 

of understanding some words in English also the luck of practicing reading 

activities. 

Section three: 

Q 01:Does the title of a book, a text, or an article give you an idea about its 

contents before you start reading? 

Fig. 9: Interpretation though the Title 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The answers of the students are slanted to the second option ( No) they 

are 28 one, and the rest of them selected the first answer (yes). Most of the 

students have a problem with interpreting ideas through the title; interpretation 

is mental activity that requires the students to activate their thinking skills. But 

what is found in this study is that these students are not using their thinking 

skills effectively. 

Q2 :As you read, do you usually predict (or guess) what the writer is likely to 

say in the next  word, sentence, paragraph,...? 

Fig. 10. Students’ Predictions about What They Read 
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18 students selected the first choice yes ,and the second choice No was 

selected by 32 students. The majority of the students see that they can’t make 

predictions about what they are reading. The theory of being non-critical 

thinkers is clear in this study because prediction is one of the skills of reading 

comprehension and when we say comprehension we are referring to the use of 

thinking skills. 

Q3 :If "yes", do your predictions (guesses) always get confirmed (they are 

always true)? 

Fig. 11: Students’ Predictions Confirmation 

 

Those who said that they can predict, only 7 students find their 

predictions are correct which means that the rest of them have a problem in 

interpreting ideas and events correctly when they read a word or a paragraph or 

a text. 

Q4 :If "no", what do you do then? 

Fig. 12: Reaction of Learners if their guessing is Not Correct 
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The majority of the students selected the answer b-Change your 

prediction (or guess, 7students selected the answer a-Stop reading, and 10 

students selected the answer c-Reread what you have already read. What can be 

observe dis that most of the students are trying to correct their mistakes by 

looking for other options. In other words they are trying to activate their 

thinking skills to achieve their goals.  

 

Q5 :Do you think prediction (guessing) is an important thinking skill? 

Fig. 13. The Importance of Prediction as Thinking Skill 

 

28 students see that prediction is an important thinking skill because 

most of their problems in solving comprehension questions is caused by their 

lack in acquiring such skill. 22 students have another point of view, they think 

that this skill is not important. 

Q6 :If yes, what do you think the importance of prediction (or guessing) for 

reading comprehension is? (You can tick more than one box. In this case, 

please rank your choices from 1 to the most important until 3 or 4 to the least 

important). 

Fig. 14: The Reason of Prediction Importance in The Learners’ Point View 
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11 students selected the first answer a- It warms you to the topic (makes 

the topic familiar to you before you start reading, 7 students selected the 

answer b- It helps you become confident (not frightened) about reading a new 

text, and 10 students selected the answer c-It saves your time. The students 

have different reasons to say that prediction is important. 

Q7 :Do you know how to solve comprehension questions (according to your 

marks)? 

Fig. 15: The Ability of The Learners in Solving Comprehension Questions 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The aim of this question is to check the ability of the students in solving 

comprehension questions in the exams and tests. A few numbers of students 

selected the first answer and indicated their ability in solving this kind of 

questions, 20 students selected the second answer b-Sometimes, and 18 

students selected the last answer. For those who selected the second answer 

they may need for some practice to develop their thinking skills. 

Q8 : Does your teacher show you how to solve comprehension questions ? 

Fig.16. The Participation of the Teacher for Making the Learners Dealing 

with Comprehension Questions 
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The aim of this question is to investigate the teacher’s participation in 

developing the student’s comprehension level, 20 students approved the 

participation of their teachers in showing them how to solve comprehension 

questions, 30 students neglected the participation of their teachers in helping 

them. Another reason for being weak in the comprehension level is the absence 

of the role of the teacher as a guide. 

Q9 : Does your teacher show you how to choose specific answer among 

deferent choices? 

Fig. 17 . The Help of The Teacher to Make The Learners Choosing Specific 

Answers 

 

As usual, the role of the teacher as a guide is not very present. 23 

students said that their teachers help them in choosing specific answer among 

different answers, 27 students said that their teachers do not help them in doing 

such activity. The students need to be guided and motivated by their teachers to 

improve their level in solving comprehension questions.in the same time they 

will enhance their thinking skills. 
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Q10 : Do you think that students put into practice their thinking abilities during 

text comprehension ? 

Fig. 18: The Learners’ Use of Thinking Abilities 

 

   The aim of this question is to see if the students have an idea about the 

meaning of thinking abilities or thinking skills. 18 students said (yes), 27 

students said (No) which means that the majority of the students are not 

accustomed very well with this concept. So they should learn more about 

thinking skills. 

7.2 The Results of the pre-test 

   The test is about the short story « Snow White and The Seven Dwarfs », the 

form of the test is questions related to the story. The questions are divided into 

two parts, the first part is about the comprehension of the text and the second 

part is about discussion questions. The participants are asked to answer these 

questions to examine their level in using their thinking skills. 

The answers of the first part of the test :         The answers of the second part of 

the test : 

Fig. 19:  The Answers of                                         Fig. 20: The Answers Of  

 Comprehension Questions                              Discussion Questions      
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        When the students took their first test, their answers were evaluated by 

their teacher. The answers of the majority of them concerning the first part 

« questions of comprehension » were wrong answers. 28 students most of their 

answers were not correct, 12 students gave answers in between, some answers 

were correct, others were almost correct, and the others were wrong. 

Concerning the rest of the students (10 s) they gave correct answers without 

making any mistakes. 

   It was almost the same with the second part « Discussion Questions ».27 

students had wrong answers, 14 students had Medium answers, and 9 students 

answered correctly without mistakes. 

   The result of this test shows that the students have a serious problem with 

comprehension since it is an important step in applying critical thinking or if 

we can say the first step in this thinking skill. The second part of this test was a 

kind of overlapping the events of the story in the students’ experiences in life, 

in other words applying events in real life. It is obvious that what was 

comprehended could be applied. So the main problem of this group is their 

comprehension level. 

7.3 The Lesson of Critical Thinking: 

   The aim of this lesson is to give the students an idea about what they can do 

by using their thinking skills and introducing the concept of critical thinking. 

The lesson started with identifying the concept of critical thinking then the 

steps that should be followed to apply it. The needed time to explain the lesson 

is 15 minutes. The students were given a printed papers includes what the 

lesson contains. 

7.4 The Results of the Post-test : 
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   The form of the second test was the same with the first one. The story that 

was chosen is « The Black Cat » it was written by Edgar Allan Poe. The aim of 

this test is to see whether the lesson have made any changes on their manner 

when they answer comprehension questions. The difference in the students’ 

comprehension level could be seen when the results of the two tests are 

compared.  

The answers of the first part :                               The answers of the second 

part : 

                 

Fig. 21:   The Answers of                         Fig.22: The Answers of Discussion       

Comprehension Questions                                    Questions 

    After correcting the second test the difference was very clear in both parts. In 

the first part the students who answered correctly were 23 students, the students 

who gave medium answers were 15 students, and the students who answered in 

wrong way were 12 students.  

   In the second part 20 students answered correctly, 16 students gave medium 

answers, and 14 students gave wrong answers. 

   What can be observed from these results is that most of the students were 

capable to answer correctly or close to correct. The results of both parts are so 

close to each other because the elements that the test focusing on are 

Comprehension and Application and as we seen in the lesson the first element 

is followed by the second one. So whenever the student could understand 

concepts he can apply it in his life. 

 

8. CONCLUSION  

   In the current work we analyzed critical thinking development in EFL 

students.  The process, relies on the organization of the whole framework of 
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developing the readiness for the academic activity. The conducted study does 

not aim at describing the problem of students’ critical thinking development; it 

rather considers one of the helpful solutions of the problem. The perspectives 

of the study include searching for new strategies and practices to improve the 

process of students’ critical thinking. This research demonstrates that most of 

the EFL students lack a substantive concept of critical thinking though they 

mistakenly thought otherwise. Thus, Critical thinking is foundational to the 

effective teaching of any subject, and it must be at the heart of any professional 

development program. In this study, the findings revealed that the two critical 

thinking skills were consistent among most students. It’s important to  equip 

students with useful guidelines or strategies such as those associated with 

Bloom’s (1956) Taxonomy of Learning in order to encourage the use and 

development of critical thinking skills.  

The findings of the previous empirical studies and this study demonstrate 

that reading short stories can effectively enhance critical thinking. Therefore, 

they are required to be included in the national curriculum. Critical thinking 

skills are definitely necessary for the educational settings; and most 

importantly, among the methods of fostering critical thinking skills are reading 

literary short stories. Thus, it’s evident to support students to apply and develop 

their critical thinking skills because they offer several benefits that can enrich 

students’ learning at schools and later in real life situations. Finally, last and not 

the least, more researches and investigations are recommended to be done 

about this subject using other research procedures, where there a will there is 

surely a way, to get more information and solutions to the proposed problem. 
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