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Abstract

Local materials, suchwas archives, manuscripts, books, historical
structures, and the local seurces published in Arabic, have been particularly
useful for studies on.thé history of the eastern and western sections of the
Arab world. The other is materials originally from other countries but written
in English or French:

Using only these two types of materials, researchers are trapped in
either an accusatory and offensive local manner of judging others or a foreign
gaze defined by making it look defensive and all-good. Therefore, between
these two forms of evaluation, historical facts are frequently lost. A more
objective or less biased conclusion must be reached, and it is evident that this
can only be done by consulting additional sources that shed light on the facts
from a different aspect.
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In this light, it becomes clear how crucial Turkish sources are to the
study of modern and contemporary Arab history. This is because, during the
modern era, the Ottoman Empire encompassed a vast area that included
practically all of the Arab world, from the eastern boundaries of Iran to the
western borders of Algeria, and from the northern tip of the Crimean
peninsula in the north to India and deep into Africa. Over three centuries, the
Maghreb countries and Algeria were a part of the Ottoman Empire, and for
four centuries, the eastern part of the Arab World was ruled by the Ottomans.

These sources not only shed light on previously unknown details of
Arab history, but they also provide a third dimension that can aid researchers
in their assessments by removing the conundrum of only considering history
from either an internal or external viewpoint.

The significance of the work we are attempting to introduce, as well as
the author's, Piri Reis, personality, become clear in this setting. By "Kitab
Bahriyya," we refer to the famous work authored by Piri Reis, a brilliant
Turkish sailor and geographer who was dispatched by the Ottoman Sultan to
aid the Muslims of Granada following the fall of Andalusia in 1492. Reis was
the nephew of Kemal, the commander-in-chief of the Ottoman navy.

To pass the time, Piri Reis made accurate maps of the Mediterranean
coast's mountains, plains, and woods while accompanying his uncle Kemal
Rais on the evacuation efforts designed to convey the Muslims who escaped
the atrocities launched by the Spanish in Andalusia to Algeria. He also offered
a proper introduction to the people who live along these shores and included
crucial details about their way of life. Kanuni Sultan Stleyman was the
recipient of Piri Reis's work.

The scientific community recognizes the importance of the material
presented in this book by Piri Reis and has rewarded him with translations
into other languages. Moreover, this work was also translated into Arabic in
2012 and assesses several scientific gatherings, such as forums and
symposiums, about this topic among Arab scientific communities.
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The purpose of this article is to provide an introduction to this valuable
source for historians interested in the history of the present Maghreb
countries and the North African countries' forested and mountainous regions
from the 15th and 16th century AD. Furthermore, it intends to direct the
attention of academics working on the issue to Turkish sources, which is of
considerable value in demonstrating the importance of Turkish sources for
works on the history and geography of the region.

Keywords: Algeria, coastal areas, Forests, mountains, Resources
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