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Orientalism and Occidentalism in Miral El-Tahawy’s Narrative
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Abstract:

The Arab feminist narration has concerned with eastern life, and painted portraits of a
masculine-dominated Arab society in which female is excluded, and playing the victim role. The
Egyptian novelist, Miral El-Tahawi, was interested in the reality of Arab women, and tried to
portray the social and cultural conditions that surround it and impede het freedom, so her
writings were like a narrative project. In them, she criticizes the harem society in the novel “Al-
Khaba (The Tent)” , “ Gazelle Tracks” and “The Arab Girl” which is the image that intersects
with of Western Orientalism arguments and its narrations about the life of the harem. On one
hand, Miral moves towards the West and tries to convey the image of the West through eastern
eyes. On the other hand criticizing the West and its material culture through "Brooklyn
Heights™ novel, which stands on the border between two different civilizations and two
opposing worlds, the world of East and West.

This research paper attempts to analyze the Orientalist tendency in Miral Al-Tahawy's
narratives, and to criticize the Occidental tendency in "'Brooklyn Heights' novel by portraying
the lives of Arab refugees in America.

Keywords:
Miral EI-Tahawy; Orientalism; Occidentalism; The Tent; Brooklyn Heights.
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