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A Field Study on the Relationship Between Joint Attention and
Imitation in the Development of Nonverbal Communication in
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder
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Abstract:

Communication difficulties are a primary issue for children with
autism, affecting both verbal and nonverbal communication. A study by
Rida Abdel Sattar Ragab Abdel Keshk (2007) indicated that the main
obstacle to communication development in autistic children lies in four
key areas: Joint attention: Autistic children have difficulty directing their
attention to the same things as those around them, and they also find it
challenging to direct the attention of others to what they want. This deficit

in joint attention hinders their language development.

Understanding communicative intent: Autistic children often struggle to
understand the purpose of communication with others. They may not

know how to use words effectively to express their desires.
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Imitation and learning: Autistic children may experience difficulties in

learning skills naturally through imitation and modeling.

Symbolic understanding: Autistic children may struggle to understand

symbols and use them in communication.

These children cannot develop joint attention skills in the same way that
typical children do, leading to further challenges in communication and
social interaction. Joint attention is considered a fundamental skill that
influences various aspects of development. Additionally, autistic children
often face difficulties in acquiring imitation skills, which are essential for

building relationships with the surrounding environment.

Based on these challenges, the research problem is explored through the

following questions:

Is there a relationship between joint attention and imitation in the

development of nonverbal communication skills in children with autism?

Does joint attention influence the development of nonverbal

communication skills in children with autism?

Does imitation influence the development of nonverbal communication

skills in children with autism?
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