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Efforts of the Association of Algerian Muslim Scientists in

the face of colonial language policy
Abstract: Algeria lived through the period of French colonialism, which

lasted for nearly a century and a half, and became a settlement of Algeria
throughout that period, affecting it negatively in various fields (political,
social, economic, cultural, and linguistic), which led to the deterioration of
the living conditions of the population, as France worked to erase all
religious and scientific components for Algerian people, and it sought to
impose the French language as an official language for Algerians to spread
Western culture and religious beliefs through private schools and eliminate
the Arabic language.

The French colonizer adopted an effective linguistic policy that
marginalized and demeaned the Arabic language, which is the language of
the Islamic religion, the Holy Qur’an, and the language of Algerian culture,
by preventing its circulation in administration, education, and the press...
However, the Algerian people strived to defend the Algerian national
identity in its various sects, such as intellectuals, Scientists, and associations,
especially The Algerian Muslim Scientists Association, which worked to
confront French politics through schools, mosques, the press, and others.

Key words: language policy; identity; Arabic language; French language;
sociolinguistics; Algerian Muslim Scientists Association.
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