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Narrating the History of the Founding King 
With Reference to Al-Zarkali's The Arabian Peninsula During  

the Reign of King Abdulaziz 
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Abstract:  Article info  

This study presents a reading of the narrative mechanisms in the documentary prose of 
biography of the King Abdulaziz with especial reference to Al-Zarkali's book The Arabian 
Peninsula During the Reign of King Abdulaziz. It also investigates how the author managed 
to employ such mechanisms in presenting the image of the king, what is the value of that 
employment. 
The research concluded that Al-Zarkali used the narrative techniques in documenting the 
biography of King Abdulaziz. And those techniques contributed to the formulation of a 
historical-narrative discourse that impress and influence the reader. Al-Zarkali employed the 
historical stories, and reworked the main story with its various elements. He employed the 
news and summoned different historical stories. Moreover, he was influenced by the narration 
style of the Prophet's biography books. Thus, Al-Zarkali has presented a historical material in 
a style that has a great deal of narrative inclination. 
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