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The vital depth: Ukraine in Russia’s strategic perspective
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Abstract :

Since the end of the Cold War, Russian strategic behavior has been characterized by many
contradictions with regard to the integration of several countries of the former Soviet space into
Western security and economic structures. On the one hand, it allowed the countries of Central
and Eastern Europe and the three Baltic states to join these structures, but it stood by all attempts
to attract countries such as Belarus and Ukraine. Since the break-up of the USSR It was clear
that despite crises and tensions that marked the trajectory of Russian-Ukrainian relations, Russia
and through its political attitudes and/ or official discourses towards Kiev and the various
competing powers in the region, considers Ukraine as its vital and privileged depth. Moreover,
the recent crisis which has broken out shows a unique specificity between the two countries.

Consequently, this article examines the strategic value of Ukraine for Russia after the cold war.
Keywords: Russia, Ukraine, vital depth, Soviet heritage, Ukrainian specificity.
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