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Z:Abstract

The city of Constantine (the old city or « Medina ») is not only one of the most important Islamic urban
monuments in Algeria but one of the most beautiful cities in the Islamic world. It is built on a old rock, on
an area of 42 hectares. The urban fabric unfolds from the top, the Casbah, to the bottom, the « souika »
(or « little market ») . The rocky site is surrounded on three sides by a 60-200 metre canyon , which
resulted from the erosive work of Rhumel river. This rocky mass was elected as a residential area 2500
years ago and then went on to become a famed climbing city.

Constantine lived through many civilizations (Phoenecian, Numidian, Roman, Vandal, Arab, Ottoman,
and French) but stayed on the same site, whole and without interruption until the French cut off the upper
part, between 1875 and 1900, to build the colonial city, thus shrinking the Islamic heritage to what is
today the « Souika ». However, at present « Souika » suffers from severe urban fabric deterioration,
having lost a third of its buildings since independence, while the remainig third is threatened with
collapse, despite being classified as Algerian national heritage in 1990.

We aim through this paper to show the importance of the old city of Constantine as Islamic urban
heritage, as indication of the traditions and culture of the local urban society, and as part of the Islamic
and Algerian collective memory, which will disappear unless the state and the population show more
interest in it. Of course we do not belittle the efforts of the Algerian authories, since 1980, to preserve the
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urban heritage, efforts which were not successful on the whole because of the wide gap between the
official discourse and the declared intention on one hand and the reality on the ground on the other hand.
Our analysis is based on a series of aerial photographs taken at different periods of time, complemented
with field investigations of the general state of the buildings in « Souika ». We have also conducted direct
interviews with a representative sample of the inhabitants of the old city, which show their awareness of
the need to preserve their city as a monument of Islamic urban heritage and their readiness to participate
in any project that aims at protecting this heritage, such as the renovation and maintenance of their homes.
Our hope is to contribute to a better understanding of the issue of the preservation of the Islamic urban
heritage in Algeria. We also hope to highlight the relationship between the value of the city as heritage
and the cultural dimension of its inhabitants, and the extent of the complexity of urban heritage
maintenance and valuation and its integration within the urban plans of the Greater Constantine
compound.

Key words : Islamic urban heritage, collective memory, Souika, Constantine,

Fodis
Ly ¢ SlY AW 3 ol el e sasly b 8 Al Ailead) LWL sl e 2 ddanS B
k! oo wands De maupassant swlsesss %) Louis Régis woly 3o Gl 430 w2 Leboy
Tpally Bdglly Aleglly Bensdly 22dlST (Dl Bue (pllad) 093 cRidaind o il L) A
SR ] Lges 5 2Dl liadl lae o b (A5 Lo OF 8 L aosll ol (3 el i il 2ilatell
O 5 ol o U3 s G o i) jlamnaVI e Wiy (1837-1535) 098 36 I s (51 cailoal
(1962-1837) .

J1s sl sl ey "ai el e ol end )L anal) e Jaldl et (3 sl G oS Obanll dlae ST
1840 zis i Osemridl) sl OF doy olall By sall By likly ool sl e 2 Lamza V) 2l
Sl 52 o L e Gl Lo (3 s pad e ol UL gl 2l I Yy e sl 41 1870,
Lo G sbll SR e Lehinad o8y JLAVL sder 5o SUI LTy 1962 i b1 il e B
1990

St ezt By B e daliy Ml Gl OIS i) dnlaind iy a2l ods Laslug 5y OF Lag
JL Oty gl g )las L 15) Wlyy Ao 2E ) cadlaYly B delad) ST e > oSy S
Sl e e sl (1980 dae il wllalld) wissgr S Y £ b s Gl s slezaY)
St oSt Al by LS d) S dipel) 2SleY) Ll an e & Epeill SLleallS (e
e Dyl s b gl olleall odn e Bl amg 2V sl Aol ) (3 et B alall Bl J5L
Aol 2l Ayl O iy dale Adaid O e hend) DR psgde e Jelass OF Ly i a1 (B
Ssloe Ul Ol a2 (3 agd)) apal) o s T asc

oLl 1 al) abanll S Vs e alabloeol) il 5305) Db lin Ly

) el o ey (aisS Bslatly delensl BLA b I Y S5 e abilt Sk ST O Of s
Mgl alail) Oglgltg a0a) dyall e O gl

170 2018 ¢85t - pilatt 1o



polal coloi B2 NIt 51D 31 joS S 5 O 18! Biafaiond Bl 3o Bl dssls

89 W o ST laas Bileze 2 1

U daole B Lol U] slpie 42U gw S Wlemly Lnoge Boeg Ly B gd dibind Ly oS
Greall @l ol e ot o i el 0l s ) W Bkl SLL gl ssay L3520
(Sl gl AL gl Juddl e plasl jdoes Bpes s G Rl af il ale olas Gl el
Vo o3 JS2) £ 200 5 60 oo Lo ogle mol Wl 53l Jos o of (sl SO Ll 0 s Lty
Apdel) IS i) Jgos 5 Gl 2aSG o)f lap dlay o Hsdl d) e pe ) ) sl S
el 2! (3 wid ) oUWl Gl Ol (3l Ol bad) Ol by c sl 2 o B30 (Ol an)f
s gt bt s o 1792 5 (17922 17T 1)ste £l st o gy 510 Sl o
BEHEs

oA sl 3 sk sl kel OST e a8 ey el Bl ) koY ) s
WL 3 e sl Blasil) oy Al Al JUE (3l @ il g 5 ol 3 e s auld) oL
(352 65 S5y o

1830 Ji ddaid diads jem: | A8 ) K4

1oty Wiy L 13 g ) Jletdl o 2l 3 Lond Bizgye ) ¢ )led By W) 2l Olgl o sllay
Lo (ks oleliny 3)4) slasl) obledl ol S35 o Sl alll Wl ez péy 3io 1
.(Pagand Bernard 1989) » 300 Blews Jo OGsall dmy 3 OLal 5l Ol e Olilay Olels

@ 03 bl (3 Lotls 3lSy ol SO 3 ols g Y1 SG aslaYl 8a I3 a5
I idarnd wpely i G O 3w & Raddl AL ) E plad) iU ) Rdind cas is
A WLy Lalasdl hlas)) s3I 0al) e ie wl ) 03]

171 2018 ¢85t - pilatt 1o



ool Hasls

1837 U Al elaly wisel 12 ) Jsi

1903 oo oa St 1 jaciall il sl 2 gl Bl il Wl A a1 3 4 e

1973 Biia e ; uaall

Loy adaid e Bl Sl IO k) B ) Al olladl vy (1984 (Baly IN8) &lsy wiss
Bles S Gh ) (sl gl e Dbl B Jas Jad he ) O DY Leslad) B ) o
il gt @l e ULl (S e iy BT e gt Opntan <093 3 Bl ks UL 15y L 5pS
Joo 2l Bileadl JLL ST aiknd 3 oas (1837-1713) #15W1 bl el oS IV ML
omeny (1775) &) iy llly (4 o3) Sy (1743) ks domnney (1730) B4 Ggor s
2 oy M Ly ) 2B LW sds ISRV (S W3y ISs) (1136) S0 sty (1776) S ons
Sz (o Sl plas Yl (3 Ll g3 3l i O 2adeYl ol ondy AL Lgain g gl Slee
idardll aod) oSl I ST ST e ool LIS <7 gl Ll s g O g & 5l
oF by b et il ] el dsad) Bl sy oS! b AoV Adley) Bl sl
e 5ol 3 Al dmio V) (1837-1830) oiydll jonzdd Slomn plal 20l 3500 Ly cRilicy ik

1136 Jmsll geladi 1 5 48, S

1743 e s 1 4 8 S0

172 2018 ¢85t - pilatt 1o



polal coloi B2 NIt 51D 31 joS S 5 O 18! Biafaiond Bl 3o Bl dssls

il 3l bl a2
e T e Tl I e R P R e e e !
B s el e i (550 e pmy S ey pa gl ol 33 G (sl Jinall )il
Aastslly Goosdl DLl n Lapdy by b r 20l sl DL me oLl mait OIS 52y (3
LS .(1990 ¢S5y ool e ) sladl ol s i a0l O S13T JS7 et el JUH gy
M ey S sst s SRl O Wy L ety slsgld gl el 6V 1A (2SS 3 ) Jany delay
o Raymond Ay w5y (o)l Jany (6 3y (K<) o) mextl Ly ) Loy s SO oo sl
328 O ) i gt Wl Al 38T G by SU (3 Js g 3sd 0T (G. Margais) )b i
S5 QU Lyl 2edla Y Sel) Jan ) il Lol s 01y ¢ a2 Y1 iy el aleg W 30
568 Wby ol (Ll sl (3 3l alabl pidy (lilin Loy U g lly ALl s V1 psgil) an Ln
O Logay (DY) (Sl "l sl " ole bl ) @ Mg (il Ol oty SLud elis bt oty
e dmgie 18 e Ble s SR = WT L (Raymond AL 1985) s Loy )l glag gl L
JS oy dbsian aolsd) dxly i o Beled SLA w2y L st I ag i) e A
SN sl o Aslazan VI Loyl G5l e (oL §939 pladl) aS7adl Wil dslus LeST A8 a1 5

Dl 2l e ST

ol Oededat Al J3kall A el s g 1 6 A3, JSE

173 2018 ¢85t - pilatt 1o



polal coloi B2 NIt 51D 31 joS S 5 O 18! Biafaiond Bl 3o Bl dssls

agdll aydll Je bxar oSl a2l L3
ailail) Aol 30l iy ) LU e L) s g 3k oMl ol Tk (1948 die cagadl 2yl cils”
Aobry Ok B Lasls PSaasl oY1 ol @5 (1984 (Bapaly ISy srmall Ll 2l
Sy 3133shy Jeod) ol ol 8700 aall Lapsle Lo ey 3605 ol 3 g0 Y1 el W1 16 (gt iS5
JeE eI Yy aadd LoV el el e O e W L i) ayally ) G5 s L sl
Cak o Al I B aaid) acidl) 2l e gl G ISl G ey L35 oS Gl
ot det g 1S e LA ) BloYl oSl gl AW asl el s 10 STl Jas oY uae
B patl) MWl O] Bale] By9,0 oty Amganll Ollaled) LoV SVLEY) e IS OIS B3] 2S5
Sr U3 et el sy il b b e bl ade o aaS R &l okl bl e
05 Lo aom o (L Bhsb ) Al 3 =Y aad) s b Gt O e 8,3 Sl 2,
(&S g ol s ole Wls adans 3 S (S Al deldh slan V) SO e e Wg)
ods 25 2008 2 agud) ol Jeal dolely 2l asyyl aldl s el &S BN Sl g
s Lelaiys (% 50 L jsaad) ded e (sl (glania¥) Lol STl b s WSes 1144 1> 5523
13110 Jaag 6 s 6000 Ll Leslaiy Lo Y30 309 s oz clgn Jind) 31 LT Las a1 40
b Agd) Sl W) 0 % 95 Jae b (ol Vpn 294 st 5ypmadd LM i g ol Sl
o A18 L e ais oyl81 G L L (1961) JdazeV) iie % 65 aas 3jeandl 5Ll as S5
B! 2laad) 2SI el b ST 73, (Kl 6 o3 KAl ames Lot Adigud) n 2lin) 2gd) (3 LelST
OF Lde ¢ oSl ol SN s 0 90 T2 o 8T 2l 2SI 1 o (oLl Bl ddos (3 Lala g
B gy Blea)l Ao ST i Lyl IS L iy Bl a8 e Sle L % 90 e T

Bmge STl Cias Ofg 2ol dnganll ollald)

LFET i Gy ot o B a8 0500 Tl e

174 2018 ¢85t - pilatt 1o



polal coloi B2 NIt 51D 31 joS S 5 O 18! Biafaiond Bl 3o Bl dssls

2) 2010 S il S5 (1) 1963 Ao Aiuial i3 1 8 a3, U=

Sy cihind (3wl Oladl s L gl L8 ST @ e dlsedl ol Sale) 2IKs) 0B 1
Bl edy e IS8 ol Hledl S 0 5 olhee OF LSy el SLall) e el £ s
Bhoe 2T cdy iugals gl GbE 093 5T a5l BB Slhadd) Jid ils (oMonal 0935 ad (o 09
ald ¢ ol a e e sl KIS Ll alile 100 i s 39 2008 2o 0K L5
ily il OlE o Olledl sl IS J ol oMile b e Llas oolid 5l LS
o ¢ 2T A Loy aelend) 23 pdd (3)0nll CM,M ik e (3l Y Gl SIR s e alabll)
asnd I GU3 ) (o ezl ik deagasll Sllall) s a5 G el olleey Ll S5 LA

(9 ) K8y Sl e 0K LelosT gl ladl s DL e gl & s lidl (g leal) IS

ALl Y Al gl s e e iz 0 ) S

175 2018 g aits - pirlad) 5088



polal coloi B2 NIt 51D 31 joS S 5 O 18! Biafaiond Bl 3o Bl dssls

S 3 ahaddl S pgeie 4
SV o L)t LS 55 deles Slu)ley o vl ey a5 o0l o Lo ozt hedd)l I aely
) s g IR e AL S s et J) ) Jo iles Bsn olyg 38T sl (3 glesl)
Litie Sl OF gnalad 9a leall SV o alablonal) 22 b pely 2l O S gt it 2 3532l
Blis Sradl SI A renay 1 ey O ST e ity Belan) ad g ade 2 550 enal U 005
i) a0l 2l J- e el Bl calill ols co Jab  (David, 1994) &) deell jas 59
gl OF Wl Sl 3 e (= 22 o Uy (1003 IS8 s any S a8 Ly ) Bl )
LB,ST59 aydll ool Beladl Aloill (3 a5 Eom Lasgmg sigr ) jeaid) o8 2l ol Sl L e
soie 9n Sl (pad) mexdl ol e dalag auall gal 2l LW (il ng B Y) Bl Lensny
GRS g aaliaBY Slbladlly degdl sl Ji2 Lo ISy (WSsas a8alyng aois 3L agddl anall Jgis
odn yoai Lgb . asd) @Bl e ol ¥ plrasa VI LlSly B e (g ) ) psgin OF allally L 3)ee
a2 Y il leall Lylb) 22 e oy SIS (sl BIIS oy Laib Y1 ) Ul 2 ST
ane sl U3 e ] oy ¥ eSS O3]y Sales Sl sgmy e pd LiS(s o (ST e
@3le pb 9o L Ly (UL ol sa Lo o DU G pa L S S Rsle Bl abauy Ogen )
sl Sy Wb ad o @) sl @) JU s op il Sia O 2281 Saestl Slsley Sljlans
WIS layy OlSshe aag Wil Iy ¥ ()laall Lgsdy BLLy alwsfy WISl 0Y clislias Bl SLYI ol
Sy ol DY) alonl) S Vi 26Dl OF Lslg) eall € 2md) Lpcamy e Wlss I Y1 JIY 51 et i)
o bl el il LelBs anall S s B ot HLe aig OF 093 Jsm 59 s Slujloll sl
Sl 3 oS gl alannd apl il 1Pl S Yo b Ogds L U1y sl dndand dts 0SS o
foloyladly JW1 oy Lol on IR O) LOLudly Ll 3 sa Lo T Laaliy Wby aaazs 3L Laé (39
il wmdb o S Lol OY (Ol e Lol Ciaad 148 3 k) aws Of Lle LY e (3
oda ISTI3) okl wallly Bleal) Sllas o )l 3B a WY LGS e 05 o5ty anSialinoy
st 5By cdem o abals e d S 0L i Wl Ll M e alildl (e (6T 093) prdl p il SlysL

.(David, 1994) &Il pggiae e Udngy BT oo Lo ST L5 ) jgadl sa &3y ¢ Loy 3B

176 2018 ¢85t - pilatt 1o



polal coloi B2 NIt 51D 31 joS S 5 O 18! Biafaiond Bl 3o Bl dssls

ol fa g Shad Jlame dauali Aaali ; 10 A8, o

Gl O e Ladlo] Ly Liles U3 Al Bidard Ande Ogeansll imy el K20 m n U
s Bl ods il Lo o8y colatl) e W iy (el (il Loniogeg Byyleall Laalon T plonnY 3y el
agd) ) cSTIBE L A (3 abeall VR e dadll Bygay OlreNl 3 =l e ade U Sue cd )
4 WL (snty Master Plan cacad auall ol sale] Labizy olglatl) 2l don olalys se e woslinad 16
S| aos anlemy SIA s e 2l pgd) dole sl 0B adey (1990 2w V) sby ales SIS s
o et Al ) Lal) IS8 (e SO 2obtyall OIS AL ¢ ol s Zlesily ol 5
Lo gl Jodl s el G cads dasltly SR Bl J2 3 oyl ASHy Ll Olles 3 A8l
Calall bl e degime olie vial Slaedl ods e Ofy 2ol (el Slles AU (3 LIS Slaadd oo
s oo A A Y A A3y Lampdy (lidlly nslly Slaadl (B (8 ey (a8l Byjlemldl Bl
o H)las LByby Uy Camte sBlol daiy ol 2l s Ll aaa e dligh e w0 ) Slaod
Sl cals Slze 2005 w82 il Je LU 35m 0Kl olalld! e 3 Slacd
JUH 8 LTl 8ogal n 3o O e sl @) OB s a2 il pp oS e @dgn WS
iy ol G e sl any Slaad) ode i Liad B Gl o5 Yoly cdaidll sl dll
Lyzad g g d) Ul ollns 0 85087 el el 1] ) llaldl dens OF Lol L M) s d o cadasl)
o sbadlly asladl S5 s I plaam VI 3Ny sl pdidl) e e3linaN) )90 depdae JABY 8"

AU Caa ga Ul ailall s hedd) S Ole e Oledd) utd e el 331 0] L2l £

177 2018 ¢85t - pilatt 1o



polald golof &u2 I HL 23D o3 jaS &I 5 O 18I Qi Oy s Ol bsols

e

Wisit Jod ) wosll s morng (o Sed) al ] jaig ypadaey a3y a5l dpld) s OF O o 801 s
Sra= J2 BT Lo acdl apdal) by LS O e 1gads O ) ko) adl 0K e 3185500
Ty Sl Balal) Sligmdl 2By Ll Bgno e Ay Bypae Sl oDl b 85 e Slab gt 2y
Oly ol pf anll) olal IS g (g dd Slhoy pLdlly gl LWl ey e 23l ()1 s Ol
Ol Vs O siww ¢ (Boumaza Nadir, 2007) iukind 0Su F S IPRUBR KU = 35 oda SIS
el Ofy dole (B e OBty Al 3 egreail ODlasly (63,401 ol (Sgmeme IDamly Ogil
oWy syl LY Laansy 2l Bl e o I3 W15 o 3 ey o S e Jsad 8 058
Gl &) Al Ol e b 3sd (G Aot 26E) Bl Loy L BSLY) Bal) ol U] £ o)) LB anle ol
(SE oa Lo g gl a Loy By Blaniog Olrazst) Al Gy g o0

AN e S O 5 D) p el ) ann lmsd) SIAU 05 0 4K Y (e o dal) il
S b Oliall e U 26 Zudand Ayl adey Ll 2olasl s S 0T Y b chade By
Bl slal OF 5 Wl ¢ Sl sl mesmal) 2l SU o ixd ) L Wy ol cLsladl W15 o
S s U gl sl pladl) s L) o6 4 Ol Baill B amy Sl e (Sow daia Y S
(Y alasY) Clbladl S 13,50

&l

e & eled 35T (el il el @ sladl Jlesnl ((1990) 5,405 ¢SS calde S L
Bodaind ealr (U (s g LoV

Bl il el s candly W kel Ay aideid anie ((1984) (ool e Gyel el e IO
A (Y

Boumaza, Nadir (2007), Constantine, passé, présent et devenir, Séminaire Interntional 02, 03,04 juillet
2007, Constantine

David, Jean-Claude (1994) Le patrimoine, architectures et espaces, pratiques et comportements : les
souks et les khans d'Alep, Revue du monde musulman et de la Méditerranée, Année 1994, Volume 73,
Numéro 1

Mercier, Ernest (1903),. Histoire de Constantine, J. Marie et F. Biron, Constantine

Pagand, Bernard. (1989), La Médina de Constantine de la ville traditionnelle au centre de 1’agglomération
contemporaine, CIEM, Etudes Méditerranéennes, Fascicule 14, Université de Poitiers

Raymond, André (1989), Grandes villes arabes a 1’époque ottomane, Sindbad, Paris

Régis, Louis (1880) Constantine, voyages et séjours, Calmann Lévy Editeurs, Paris

178 2018 ¢85t - pilatt 1o



