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Abstract: 
     This article aims at exploring the Russian soft power in the CIS region through investigating its 
sources, tools and the development of the Russian official discourse about the need to activate this 
dimension of Russian foreign policy towards the region. Sine Putin’s arrival to power, Russian leadership 
has shown an increasing interest in the subject of soft power. This later has been given a major concern 
within the debates of Russian intellectual and political elites due to the international and regional shifts 
that led to the aggravation of Russia's relations with some of the neighbourhood countries and the fall of a 
number of governments that were loyal to it. Thus, Russia considered the liberal paradigm values’ 
progressive penetration in some countries in the region such us Ukraine, Georgia and Moldavia as a 
potential threat to its influence in the former soviet space and a crucial challenge to its role to maintain 
dominance over this vital space of its strategic interests. 
Key words: soft power, attractiveness, culture, Orthodox Church, Russian federation.
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