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Abstract
Ibn Khaldiin’s Position on Islamic Kalam and Philosophy

This article aims at highlighting Ibn Khaldiin’s authorities regarding the views he held on
Islamic Kalam and philosophy. His trip to the east required that he be accommodating to the
general temper in Egypt, Syria, and Iraq, downplaying the role of the Mu'tazilites in establishing
Islamic Kalam and, at the same time, highlighting the role of the Ash’arites, with the aim of
annulling Islamic Kalam as unnecessary since the creed had been established on firm grounds.
Philosophically, Ibn Khaldiin tended to adopt the philosophy of al-Gazali, which he took to be
the traditional Ash’arite version of Islam, and which was opposed to the rationalism of Ibn Stna
and Ibn Rushd, which he then wanted to exclude as no longer necessary.

Contrary to what some other researchers have been contending, the article attempts to highlight
the centrality of Ibn Rushd’s philosophy as the frame of reference for Ibn Khaldtin’s thinking.
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