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Abstract

In the beginning of November 2014, the Juvenile law No 3 was released. This law, according to
independent institutions, had more pros than cons. Among the most prominent pros of this law is the
raising of the Juvenile’s age of criminal responsibility from 7 to 12 years and its emphasis on the
judiciary specialized in juveniles cases and the role of the juveniles police in the settlement of juvenile
cases by employing the restorative justice approach and the non-custodial measures and the necessity of
settlement in the misdemeanor cases within three months and the felony cases within six months and
finally providing later care services for the released juveniles.
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But the most important cons of this law under research is its lacking of texts that deal with the failure
cases of implementing measures that are depriving of liberty which shows what the court must do in the
case of repeating the violation on the part of the juvenile and the mandatory attendance of the probation
officer for the investigation stage with the juvenile and the reduction of the fine in the case of the boy
committing an offense or a misdemeanor and finally the organizing of the detained juvenile education in
education and rehabilitation centers.

Due to enforcing the law since 2015, some are eagerly waiting for the results of its implementation to
obtain sources necessary for its programmes, projects, activities and like which motivated some to
conduct this study which came to answer its major question :- What are the rates of the detained juveniles
in Jordan (2012-2014) before enforcing the Juvenile Law No 32 as of 2014 and after 2015 on the basis of

stemming from its operational definition of Juvenile detention which is internationally recognized as a
process whereby the police and the judicial authorities enforce the law during its accusing the children of
violating the criminal law where the ultimate outcome is detaining the children’s freedom in places they
can’t leave on their own except under official decrees by a specialized official reference such as a police
officer, a prosecutor and the judge of the court.

The study managed to answer the above question by branching it to seven branches and by using the
analytical descriptive approach which is based on three methods:- content analysis of the official
documents, the available analysis of the quantitive data collected from detainees in the period 2012-2015
and the analysis of the available qualitative information collected from the features of the best system for
the juvenile justice and the indicators of measuring its effectiveness, efficiency and the credibility criteria
according to its recipients .In addition to that is the study using the statistical descriptive coefficients to
calculate the arithmetic mean of the number of detained juveniles in the period 2012-2015 and the
standard deviations of these numbers and the rates of changes in them.

The findings of this study showed that the Juvenile Law No 42, 2014 after being enforced in 2015 is

negative in impact in the area of non-custodial measures because

[a] It raised the number of detained juveniles of both genders in prisons since that number in 2015
(6278 juveniles) increased beyond its average in the period 2012-2015 (5224.5 juveniles) and grew
between 2014 and 2015 at the rate of 14.43%.

[b] It reduced the number of detained juveniles of both genders in education centers due to their low
number in 2015 (1830 juveniles) beyond its average in the period 2012-2015 (2055.75 juveniles) and
the decline of its growth between 2014 and 2015 to 11.7-%

[c] It raised the number of detained juveniles of both genders in rehabilitation centers since that
number in 2015 (232 juveniles) increased beyond its average in the period 2012-2015 (204.5
juveniles) and grew between 2014 and 2015 at the rate of 9.43%.

[d] It raised the number of detained children of both genders due to accusing them of begging which
led to their increase in 2015 (1269 boys and girls) beyond its average in the period 2012-2015 (767.67
boys and girls) and its growth between 2014 and 2015 at the rate of 122.24%.

(e) It raised the number of detained girls on account their protectionismcases due to the increase in
their number during 2015 (98 girls) beyond its average in the period 2012-2015 (85.75 Girl) and the
growth between 2014 and 2015 at the rate of 10.11%.

Accordingly, the Juvenile Lawunderresearch did not achieve the desired goal which is enforcing the
restorative justice approach and the measures that don’t deprive one of liberty which requires the
following:-

[1] The Ministry of Social Development has to form a technical committeeas soon as possibleto review
and develop this law to avoid its negative impact under the Law of Criminal Procedure and its inclusion
of the juveniles category held in prisons, and the elimination of crimes indicating the case in reference to
itscontent provided that it emphasizes addressing the causes and repercussions by employing the social
interventions approach, and obligingit for the administration of juvenile police by expanding the scope of
its specializationlocation and the increase of its targetsand its organizing of the educational rights and
health of the juveniles held in the education and rehabilitationcenters, its explicit statement of juvenile
detention as a last resort in a shortperiod of time as much as possible, and finallyits addressing of the
spatial separation between the accused juveniles and the convicted sides.

[2] Enforcing the protection of the detained juveniles by employing the human right approach
[3] Reducing the high rates of juvenile detention by looking at them as possible targets.

Key words: Juvenile Law No. 32 of 2014, before the enforcement of Juvenile Law No. 32 beyond,
detained juveniles, juvenile detention, Juvenile accused of violating the law, Juvenilesprison, juveniles
care, education and rehabilitation centers
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