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Hermeneutics by Paul Ricoeur: ""Between Understanding

and Interpretation - From Text Theory to Theories of Action
and History."
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Abstract:

The consideration of interpretation as a tool that enables us to
understand ourselves and nature through the symbolic dimension
of phenomena in our human consciousness is one of the most
important projects of hermeneutics. It is open to symbolism in its
various manifestations within the framework of its relationship
with text, action, and history, amidst the dialectics of the
relationship between understanding and interpretation.

Ricoeur revitalized hermeneutics from its foundations after
seeking to refine its concept, making his attempts to interpret
symbols a fundamental cornerstone of his project. This
broadened the scope of hermeneutics as a philosophical inquiry,
an inquiry open to the possibilities of revitalizing meaning. As
described by Ricoeur himself, hermeneutics is the internal
dialogue between understanding and interpretation.

The methodological extension of the concept of the symbol,
upon which Ricoeur's hermeneutical circle is based, revealed for
him a methodological challenge. This challenge is evident in his
research on the relationship between the symbol, action, and
history, and it had a profound impact on establishing theoretical
connections between philosophy, theology, and science.
Keywords: Hermeneutics, Understanding, Interpretation,
Controversy, Paul Ricoeur.
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