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Abstract:
Through this scientific intervention, | wanted to address the issue
of the image of Arabs and Muslims in the West, which is subject
to distortion today. This image that the Western imagination has
instilled was the result of a historical accumulation in the context
of a civilized confrontation, in which the political mixed with the
religious, and a struggle over sovereignty and influence.
This topic prompts us to raise many questions about the extent of
this distortion, and the mechanisms of its occurrence, as the matter
has gone beyond the limits of the picture, to move on to affecting
our existence in this world. In light of this, we raise the following
problem : To what extent did Western colonization of the Islamic
world form a fertile source for the formulation and crystallization
of these images ?
If we want to know the reason for this negative perception of Islam
in the West today, we must look at the previous centuries and the
established attitudes towards Islam and Muslims. The current
images of Islam are the product of cultural and civilizational
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accumulations formed over centuries, during which the West
produced a complete dictionary of stereotypes.

Western colonialism of Islamic countries constituted a decisive
stage in the history of relations between East and West, a decisive
determinant of the nature of these relations, and a fertile source
for the formulation of stereotyped images of the Eastern Other,
and within the framework of elucidating and interpreting Western
historical and cognitive backgrounds related to cultural and
political contexts, which shaped the awareness and attitude of the
West towards the other. And it was reflected on the image of the
East and Islam. Since the Renaissance, materialistic secular
philosophies have dominated the Western mind, and there are no
longer absolute goals for human existence. Good is the great
interest of the state and the methods and policies adopted towards

the Islamic world in particular?

Keywords: Islam, the image of Muslims, the West, colonialism,
civilization.
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