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The mythological background and symbolic connotations of religious and social practices in
the Kabyle society through Kabyle myths and folk tales -a sociological approach-
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Abstract:

The research presented aims to confirm the presence of the myth in religious and social
practices in the kabyle society, the relevance of this research lies in the preparation a theoretical and
methodological ground for studying the religious phenomenon with a sociological perspective, that
is independant of the Western model. The nature of the subject necessitated the use of the systemic
approach, in an attempt to address it comprehensively and objectively. In order to fullfil the purpose
of the topic, we analyzed the content of ten myths extracted from the book of the German orientalist
Leo Frobenius, which consists of three parts where most of the myths were from the second part of
the book, because their content serves the objectives of the hypotheses and the goals of the subject.
Furthermore, we relied on the technique of content analysis as a fundamental tool, and we used the
technique of The interview as an additional and complementary tool to ascertain the reality of the
results. We concluded that the symbolic and social connotations contained in the kabyle tales and
legends exist and are practiced in the living reality of the kabyle community in the form of religious
and social rituals, whether these practices are conscious or unconscious.

Keywords: myth; rituals; religious and social practices; symbolic connotations; symbolic system.
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