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The Arabic Novel and the Critical Approaches of Orientalists: Presentation and Evaluation
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Abstract:
The Arabic novels, both in its oral and written forms, are one of the sources of pre-Islamic poetry, and
were the tributaries on which the narrators relied on in transmitting the literary heritage, whether in poetry
or prose. Thus, it was necessary to preserve this Arab heritage by writing it down and restricting it, in
order to protect it from fading away. Although, a group of orientalists dealt in their research with the issue
of “Orality and Recording among the Arabs,” their opinions and critical discourses varied, from moderate
to abusive. Hence, a part was represented by German Orientalists, such as “Noldeke” and “Ahlwardt”,
while the English “Marglioth” chose the method of skepticism that is not able to present rational

arguments, proofs and logic
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