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And since the street was
deserted and the shops were
still closed, and the daylight
had not yet dissipated the
magic violet yet, it seemed to
Abu Jaafar that what he saw
was a vision of imagination.
He stared and realized, then
overpowered his
astonishment. He stood up to
the woman, took off his
woolen wrap, surrounded her
body, and asked her about
her name and her home, but it
did not appear that she had
seen or heard him. He let her
go on her way, and he
followed her slow gait, the
movement of her golden
anklets around her taut
ankles, and around the path
that her bare feet were

traversing.

The streets were still empty,
the shops had not opened,
and the light of day had not
yet dissolved the violet haze
of the early dawn. Abu Jaafar
first thought that what he was
seeing was a mere figment of
his imagination. He then
peered more closely, and he
came to grips with his own
utter amazement. He went
toward the woman, took off
his woolen cloak, and
wrapped it around her body.
He asked her her name and
where she lived, but it
seemed as though she could
neither see nor hear him. He
left her to continue on her
way, and he watched her
from behind as she walked
on slowly, his eyes fixed on
the jingling gold spangles
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that wrapped around her
ankles caked with the mud of
a road her two feet had been
treading.’
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Abu Jaafar did not answer
him or pay attention to him.
Rather, he remained with his
head bowed and his eyes
wide-eyed, absent-minded.
The day passed, and the boy's
shadow was shifting before
his eyes. He was disturbed
and sad, but he was not
overcome with apprehension
until the next day when he
heard about the Al-Hamra
meeting, and rumors
circulated about Musa bin
Abi Al-Ghassan drowning in
the Shanil River. Could the
naked girl be a true sign like
visions and prophecies?

Abu Jaafar didn’t respond,
nor did he look in Naecem’s
direction. He remained with
his head bent down and his
eyes lost in distraction. The
day went on and the phantom
of the young woman
remained fixed in his mind.
He was disturbed and
saddened by it, but it was not
until the following day when
he heard the news of the
meeting at the Alhambra that
a foreboding unease took
possession of him. Rumors
were circulating about 1bn
Ghassan’s drowning in the
River Genil. Could the naked
woman then be a credible
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sign, he wondered, like a
vision or an omen?’
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When he was fourteen years
old, Naeem looked like a
child. Despite this, he was
immersed in love up to his
ears, living in a state of
constant renewed devotion.
He sees a young girl whose
beauty fascinates him, his
heartbeat accelerates, and his
face lights up, so he follows
her like one possessed,
asking about her name, her
family, and the address of her
home. His feet carry him
every day to her
neighborhood, so he may see
her. He repeats her name and
writes it on a small veil,
guarding it for two, three, or
perhaps four weeks, and then
anew love appears to replace
the old one in his heart and in
the veil.

Naeem still looked like a
young boy although he was
now fourteen. And besides,
he was one who fell in love
easily, head over heels, living
in a world of perpetual
passion. He would see a girl
whose beauty captivated him
and his heart would beat a
mile a minute. His face
would beam, and like a
madman he would inquire
about her name, family, and
where she lived. His feet
would drag him each day to
her neighborhood in the
hopes of getting a glimpse of
her. He would repeat her
name and write it on a small
amulet he kept around his
neck for two, three, or four
weeks, until another object of
his affection would take her
place in his heart and in his
amulet.’
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They were walking slowly,
with their hands tied behind
their backs, surrounded by
guards on both sides. They
had delicate features and
slender bodies that were not
devoid of fragility. The men,
like the women, had long,
smooth black hair that
covered their shoulders.
Despite the Castilian clothes
that they wore, their
difference was clear and
evident due to their features,
the look of their eyes, or the
colored feathers embedded
in the bands surrounding
their heads. Their
appearance, despite its
strangeness, did not arouse
repulsion, but quite the
opposite, perhaps because of
the graceful faces and

They walked along slowly,
hands tied behind their backs
while the guards surrounded
them on both sides . They had
delicate features and slender
fragile bodies. The men, like
the women, had long,
flowing jet-black hair that
came down to the shoulders.
Yet underneath the Castilian
clothing they were made to
wear, their differentness was
all too obvious, not only in
their physical features and
the look in their eyes, but also
in the colored feathers that
stuck out of the bands they
were around thier heads.
Although strange indeed,
they were not at all repulsive
to look at. On the contrary,
they were attractive in their
refined faces and their
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graceful  footsteps, and
perhaps for another reason.
But some Castilians were
laughing

graceful  physiques, or
perhaps in something else
about them. Many of the
Spaniards were laughing.”
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return and waited for a long
time, and they started hitting
fifths with sixths. Saad
wanted to go look for him
and bound him to his
promise to Abu Jaafar that he
would not leave Hassan and
Salima alone, “not for the
blink of an eye!” They
waited some more, then Saad
made up his mind:

- We return to Al-Bayazin,
and Naeem may have
preceded us there.

He did not say that he
intended to return them and
then return to the place to
search for its owner.

and waited for him to come
back. But the longer they
waited, the more anxious
they became. Saad wanted to
go and look for him but felt
constrained by the promise
he made to Abu Jaafar not to
leave the children alone, not
even for a blink of the eye.

They waited some more and

then Saad decided that they

should go back.

- Let's go back to Albaicin.
Hopefully Naeem will
have already gotten there
before us.

Saad didn't reveal to them,

however, his intention to

come back and look for his
friend.”
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Saad did not sleep all night.
He remained restless, tossing
and turning in his bed like a
fever, and in the following
days he stopped going to
Abu Jaafar’s house. He
asked Naeem to go, if

That night, Saad couldn't fall
asleep. He lay awake, tossing
and turning as though he
were consumed with fever.
The next few days he stopped
going to Abu Jaafar's house
and asked Naeem to go
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But Umm Hassan continues
her complaint about
Maryamah and not Salima,
so Umm Jaafar laughs and
repeats that the mother-in-
law is the mother-in-law and
will not accept her daughter-
in-law even if it is a sugar
cake... “All mothers-in-law
are like that except me!”
Umm Hassan defends herself
and reinforces her defense by
saying that she has never
seen a woman whose
husband wake up and go to
work while she was still
asleep in her bed, and then
spend the day gossiping, so
Umm Jaafar  stubbornly
repeats:

- Your daughter is exactly
like her, as if they were born
from the same womb, so why
do you blame one rather than
the other?

Unappeased, Umm Hasan
continued her tirade against
Maryama  without  ever
mentioning Saleema, and
Umm Jaafar only laughed
and passed it off as a mother-
in-law never satisfied with
the woman who marries her
son, even if she were as sweet
as pie. "l guess all mothers-
in-law are alike, except for
me!”

Umm  Hasan  defended
herself and added that she’s
never seen a woman whose
husband wakes up and goes
to work while his wife is still
sleeping, and who whiles
away the entire day lounging
about in bed and prattling
foolishly like a child. Umm

Jaafar held her ground:
"Your daughter is no
different! It's as though

you've given birth to both of
them at the same time. Why
do you blame the one and not
the other?”
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Maryamah gave birth to her
daughter first, and the house
was filled with ardent joy
and concern for the mother
and her newborn. Then
Salima gave birth to the boy,
and the joy became double
joy and the excitement
doubled. But the child whom
Salima gave birth to gave up
his soul two weeks after his

Maryama gave birth to her
first child, a daughter, and
joy filled the household as
everyone obsessed over the
new mother and child. Then
Saleema gave birth to a son,
and both the joy and the
obsessing grew twofold. But
the soul of the baby boy
Saleema gave birth to
departed only two weeks into
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birth, so Umm Jaafar knew
that the death of the doe was
a sign and a sign, and that
God in His heaven has
wisdom beyond
comprehension. What to do?
The house was divided in
confusion between joy for a
newborn and sadness for a
newborn, and the hearts of

life, and Umm Jaafar realized
that the death of the gazelle
was a sign, an omen, and that
the ways of God are
inscrutable. The household
was turned upside down,
from the joy of birth to the
sorrow of death. Their hearts
were broken, having
experienced the glad tidings
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announcing it and sadness
surrounding it, and the
announcement of sadness
and the embarrassment of
showing it while joy resides
in the house with it.
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