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Metaphor in the light of the Cognitive Theory of Lakoff and Johnson:
Examples from the Translation of the Meanings of the Noble Quran as a Model
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Abstract:

Al-Isti‘ara (metaphor) constitutes one of the most prominent figures in the
Arabic Rhetoric. It has gained a leading position for its aesthetic characteristics in
the transmission of discourse. However, with the progress of research, it has gone
beyond its metaphorical concept, it means no longer just two constituents (arkans)
which are the linking particles and the tenor or vehicle are deleted to convey a
special meaning, but is now considered more as a cognitive device than a linguistic
one. Thus, the most appropriate approach to analyze and study it is perhaps the
cognitive approach.
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In this research study, we will try to understand the Qur'anic metaphor in
the light of the findings of George Lakoff and Mark Johnson on the one hand and
Newmark's efforts in dealing with metaphor on the other in order addresses the
following research question: How could the cognitive approach help in
understanding and translating metaphor?

Key Words: The Noble Quran; Al-Isti'ara (Metaphor); Cognitive Approach;
Translation.
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