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Abstract:

Through the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, provides a general
mechanism for a coastal State within its territorial sea or in its adjacent area to exercise the
necessary control in order to prevent or penalize a foreign ship's violation of its laws and
regulations, particularly those relating to migration through the exercise of the " However, the
Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Air and Sea, annexed to the United
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime of 2000, provides new measures
to combat the smuggling of migrants at sea without the sovereignty of any State namely, the
possibility of intercepting and inspecting merchant ships in coordination with the States Parties
to the Protocol when they are suspected of involvement in the smuggling of persons.
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