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Abstract

This study aimed to explain the importance of the generative-
transformational theory in a linguistic study. This theory had a
distinctive role in the linguistic analysis of different phrases and
sentences. The study showed the beginning of Chomsky's generative-
transformational theory as well as the most important basis on which
the theory was built. Since this theory is seen as a mental
phenomenon, the mental aspect is the prior one. The main aspect of
the linguistic study is the description of the linguistic knowledge
rather than the linguistic behavior. This study also discussed the
concept of innateness and how it is related to language acquisition.
Chomsky believes that a human being possesses a linguistic device
which enables him/ her to produce a great number of sentences and to
decide which of these sentences is grammatical or not. The study also
discussed the linguistic competence and performance. It is found that
competence is inherent. Moreover, this study shed lights on the
transformational grammar which had been adopted by Chomsky in
analyzing sentences. The study, on the other hand, discussed both
deep structure and surface structure that each sentence has two
aspects: a deep on in the brain and a surface one appearing in real
pronunciation. The study showed the radical linguistic elements which
move the sentence from its deep structure to a new surface structure in
order to become a transformational sentence.

Finally, the researcher has come up with important results written at
the end of this study.
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