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Abstract:

This research paper seeks to study and analyze the nature of Obama's
strategy in confronting ISIS in Irag.lt aimsto examine the most important
reasons why the Obama administration adopted an offensive containment
strategy based on limited military intervention, and rejected the involvement of
U.S. ground forces in the battle. Which calls for a full-scale war that has slowed
the U.S. response and delayed the resolution process.This research also aims to
demonstrate the objectives the U.S. seeks to achieve from that strategy.
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Obama's Strategy against ISIS in Iraq

Introduction:

The events of September 11, 2001 came to constitute an important detail
in the history of the Islamic and Arab relations with Western countries.
Especially after the expansion of terrorist operations and their spread in different
countries of the world. this expansion of terrorist organizations in a new
geographical area included the Middle East in general, and Iraq primarily.
Especially after the emergence of a new organization born in the womb of well-
known terrorist organizations, and the imposition of its presence on the Iraqi
ground. This new organization is known as the "terrorist organization 1SIS". Its
conception was the result of the continued structural failure in state institutions,
and the failure of government policy to build political and security systems
capable of sustaining the cracks caused by the 2003 U.S. invasion. As a result of
these events the United States of America developed its own strategy to combat
this organization "ISIS", because it represents a direct threat to the security and
interests of the United States and its allies in the Middle East; it destabilizes the
region and global stability; it seeks to attack the interests of the United States,
and threatens the American leadership globally, as well as its involvement in
humanitarian violations and massacres against ethnic minorities. in the face of
all these threats The Obama administration was obliged to confront ISIS in the
region and eliminate it once and for all. The strategy was called" destroying or
weakening ISIS and eliminating it once and for all** (Hudson, 2014), this is part of
the general context of Obama’s foreign policy principle swhich are aimed at
employing various U.S. policy means to achieve its goals.

This doctrine is the basis of our research problem through: examining the
directions of Barack Obama's strategy, analyzing the nature of this strategy in
the face of ISIS in Iraq, knowing the most important reasons that led him to
adopt the option of limited military intervention and the objectives it seeks to
achieve. The following problem is therefore raised:

What are the specifics and directions of President Obama's strategy
against I1SIS? And how did these trends materialize on the ground?

A number of sub-questions that we are trying to answer are listed under
this main problem as follows:

1- What are the factors of the rise of ISIS in Irag?

2. What are the objectives of the Obama administration's strategy in
confronting 1S1S?

3- What are the most important factors behind adopting the limited option
of military intervention and avoiding direct confrontation?
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In order to take note of the research problem and seek an answer to these
raised questions, we propose the following hypothesis:

The U.S.’s desire to maintain its dominance over the world has called
upon President Obama to formulate a new strategy of confronting ISIS
thataligns with the prevailing international circumstances.

This research paper aims to analyze the nature of the U.S. strategy in
confronting ISIS in Irag, and to find the most important factors that led the
Obama administration to adopt limited military intervention instead of large-
scale ground war, while demonstrating the goals it seeks to achieve.

In order to thoroughly cover the subject, the study relied on a systematic
approach based on combining a complex combination of the “descriptive
analytical approach” as one of the most important methods of scientific research,
as it helps to describe the phenomenon in question, by describing and analyzing
the nature of Obama's strategy in countering ISIS, and knowing the objectives
that itsought to achieve.

It also approaches systems analysis by providing a scientific explanation
in identifying the most important factors behind the Obama administration's
adoption of the limited military intervention option and avoiding direct
confrontation.

To be familiar with the elements of the subject, this study can be divided
into three main themes:

The first axis: factors of the emergence and rise of ISIS in Iraqg.

The second Axis: The objectives and nature of Obama's strategy in the
face of ISIS.

The third Axis: Assessing Obama's strategy to fight ISIS in light of the
2015 national security strategy.

The first axis: factors of the emergence and rise of ISIS in Iraq

The terrorist organization ISIS, known scientifically and in short as
"ISIS", is a hybrid terrorist armed group with the stated goal of establishing a
caliphate. There fore, the organization’s strategy for survival and growth
involves military, political, social, and economic elements.Its rise in Iraq was an
indication of the beginning of a new era aimed at establishing an Islamic
caliphate, based on extremist jurisprudence that emulates al-Qaeda terrorist
organization and expands its field presence in a wide geographical area
extending between Irag and Syria (15 axiw 2015 .cad)).
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ISIS is also one of the most dangerous terrorist groups that pose a threat
to Irag's security in particular, and Arab national security in general, because of
the advanced equipment and techniques it gains that threaten all humanity.

many terrorist organizations contributed in the creation of ISIS; the most
Important of which is al-Qaeda terrorist organization, which emerged after the
American occupation of Iraq in 2003(104 a=iw 2016 . jus,) .Al-Qaeda’s roots go

back to” the base of jihad” in Mesopotamia, which was declared by "Abu Musab
al-Zargawi" in October 2004, as an extension of al-Qaeda’s central organization,
despite the disagreement within the Salafist jihadist movement over Al-
Zargawi's policy. The same dispute that deepened more after the declaration of
the Islamic State of Irag, led by Abu Omar al-Baghdadion November 2006.0n
April 9, 2013, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi announced from Syria that his
organization is to be called the "Islamic State of Iraq and The Levant,” known
by its acronym "ISIS". Soon ISIS gained control of eastern Syria and parts of
western 1rag(22 axiw 2016 .o 9,51 9 $osa) .

ISIS’ schoiceof this geographical area between Irag and Syria was not
serendipitous, but was rather the result of an in-depth reading of history, and
religious and Islamic heritage. ISIS’s ideology is akinto the Salafist and Jihadist
movement. The latter’s ideas morph from the theoretical proselytism to join the
Islamic doctrine to the weapon zed Jihad used as a tool of change achieving
objectives, and a justification for an extreme understanding of religion «yishc)
(10 a=s» .2015. This led to ISIS’s increase in killing rate and in labeling others as
blasphemous. ISIS was capable of spreading rather quickly through its brutality,
It horrendously murdered anyone who dared to oppose or to antagonize it, the
only solution left to survive was the unquestionable surrender axis 2015 .olghc)
(18.

Something else made ISIS far more dangerous, which is its ability to
effectively use modern social networks to spread its propaganda for recruitment
purposes, Recruiting not only young people seeking to fight, but also women,
doctors, engineers, and IT and communications specialists

(43 azmio (golo> 9 plalw).

ISIS succeeded in attracting extremist fighters from all over the world, in
order to achieve its goal of establishing a "permanent and expanding caliphate",
It was described by the 2015 Global Terrorism Index report as the richest and
most violent terrorist group in recent history. It has the ability to transform
terrorism from a regional threat to a global security threat ISIS (Peace, 2016, pp.
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76-77) ,was able to conquer a region as wide in surface as Great Britain. this
fact may have led, at the time, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the United
States and the Department's Advisor for Iragi and Iranian affaires (Brett
McGurk) in 2014, to say: "The Islamic State is worse than al-Qaeda, and is no
longer a terrorist organization, but is nowa fully equipped army."

(45 dada (gl 5 lala)

When talking about the rapid progress of I1SIS and the fall of Iraqi cities
one after the other under the control of this terrorist organization, it is clear that
there are a number of factors behind its success, the most important of which
are:

1- The results of the American occupation of Iraq in 2003 and its
repercussions, The destruction of the state and its institutions encouraged
divisions amongst the people based on racial and ethnic standards instead of
patriotic, This created an ideal environment for the emergence and expansion of
terrorist groups. in addition to the fact that the occupation destroyed state
Institutions, especially the military institution where the army was demobilized.
As well as dissolving the incumbent "Baath” Party, These fallouts opened the
door to a fierce struggle for power according to mainly sectarian lines, creating
clear cracks in society. These ruptures formed the right place for non-state actors
and rebel militias, including al-Qaeda, which later became known as ISIS.

(23 aiyo 2016 . uzy>)

2- Monopolizing the power by the former Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki,
as he persistently sought to expand his personal power base at the expense of the
effectiveness of official state institutions, His practice of exclusion and
marginalization against his partners in the political process led to the
entrenchment of the internal division that has given jihadist organizations the
opportunity to carry out their terrorist activities.

In addition, the failure of the political process led by Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki, who took control of power, as well as him using a series of sectarian
measures paved the way for ISIS. The latter declared itself as a defender of the
persecuted Sunnis under the tyranny of Maliki’s government. This stance
facilitated the terrorist organization's work, While, the emergence of the Syrian
crisis was the fuel that helped expand the organization’s reach beyond Iraq's
borders.

3. The weakness and incompetence of the Iraqi security forces, which
lacked good training, decent equipment, and high morale. in contrast to the high
training, ferocity and commitment of ISIS’s fighters. (Strachan, 2017)
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Moreover, there are also external factors that have played a major role in
the security collapse in Irag. Perhaps the most prominent of which is the
negative intervention of the neighboring countries in Iraqgi internal affairs, and
the Arab boycott because of the internal and foreign policies of the lIraqi
Government. This boycott was led by the Gulf states, which have taken the
position of a supporter through igniting the Iraqi internal front by supplying
armed groups that opposed the government physically and morally. during that
period, the Arab region was caught up in the effects of the Arab Spring
revolutions, and, as a consequence, terrorist organizations emerged in the region,
This led to the spread of chaos conflicts and military interventions be them
regional or international. This destabilization was the pretext the major regional
powers used to create alliances and to impose security and peace in the region
and to fight terrorism. (zue)

ISIS wouldn’t have had the chance to be so prominent in the region if it
wasn’t for the great alliance between Arab rulers and their regional and
international sponsors. This collaboration aimed at keeping the status quo in the
region at all costs, which in turn helped ISIS grow stronger through the aids it
received from the countries that benefited from this chaos.

What could be concluded from what’s been mentioned above is that the
terrorist organization ISIS is an organization that does not recognize the borders
between countries, or the integrity of the international system, which emerged in
Jabhat al-Nusra as a result of a series of circumstances that the region was
experiencing, beginning with the American occupation and the fragility and
failure of the Iraqi state, and then its subsequent withdrawal, which left the
country in a state of political and security chaos, which was exploited by
terrorist organizations. The situation was further exacerbated by the wave of
popular uprisings in the region, which led Syria to a civil war, and helped these
organizations extend their activities in the region.

Axis I1: The objectives and nature of Obama's strategy in the face of
ISIS:

ISIS appeared in Irag, and was considered an extension of the al-Qaeda
terrorist organization, after it was able to regroup and regain its military
capabilities. the Position of the Obama Administration matched the American
polls which called for confrontation, especially after the killing of two
American journalists in 2014 (James Foley and Robert Satloff) by ISIS in a way
that Aroused the American public....However, public opinion itself has limited
this to air attacks in Syria and Irag without ground military involvement.
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President Barack Obama hastily and begrudgingly developed a strategy to
confront ISIS . He saw the organization as a threat to the security and interests
of the United States and its citizens, and therefore it must be confronted after its
spread from Irag to Syria.

When Obama was elected president, there were radical shifts in U.S.
foreign policies and relations with the world, These new trends were later
recognized as the Obama principle. As President Obama took a different path
and built new foundations and principles for U.S. foreign policy after eight years
of tumultuous international affairs under bush Jr.'s presidency. Obama’s first
commitment to the American people was not to engage in any foreign war
unless it was forcibly imposed on America. (Mehmetcik, 2016)

The Obama administration's strategy to counter ISIS has been
characterized by a method of containment of the risks and threats resulting from
this organization ,Which is part of the general context of its foreign policy
principles aimed at employing various means of U.S. policy to achieve its
goals,A policy that has brought Obama a lot of criticism and controversy with
Republicans. Obama declared in a speech he made on the 10th of September
2014 thatthe United States aims to weaken and eventually destroy ISIS through
a comprehensive and ongoing counterterrorism strategy; it will work to cut off
funding for the organization; it will seek to improve U.S. intelligence activities,
counter ISIS’s ideology, cut off the flow of foreign fighters to join the
organization; increase military assistance to the Syrian opposition; provide $25
million in immediate military assistance to the Governments of Baghdad and
Iragi Kurdistan to counter I1SIS. Obama also noted that the United States will
use Air Force to bomb ISIS targets, and support its allies on the ground, without
using U.S. ground forces to counter ISIS, Obama also stressed that the United
States will not be drawn in to an other war on the ground in lIraq, saying: "I, as
commander-in-chief of the armed forces, will not allow the United States to be
dragged into another war in Irag. (Cooper, Landler, & J. Rubinaug, 2014)" Instead,
the U.S will provide assistance to Iragi and Kurdish forces through training,
intelligence and weapons. (114 axiw 2016 . JWLS)

In this sense, Obama's strategy has relied more on the diplomatic side than
the military one, and on leading from behind instead of confronting I1SIS directly
and individually.

To understand and comprehend the reasons why the Obama
administration adopted a strategy for limited military intervention in the face of
ISIS in Iraq, it is necessary to highlight Obama’s faith in the administration of
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U.S. foreign policy, his view of the U.S.’s role in managing international affairs;
his position on Middle East crises, and his vision of confronting terrorism and
cross-border threats.

U.S.’s President Barack Obama has outlined his strategy in the fight
against ISIS as follows: (75 axiw 2015 .4.5)

1- Making decisions in accordance with U.S. national interests, since he
did not respond to the rapid security events in Irag, and did not take the military
decision to intervene, and he announced that he will not intervene unless
American interests are at risk.

2- Protecting the Americans who are working abroad in companies and
embassies.

3- Finding a political solution before a military solution by selecting a
comprehensive Iragi government for all segments of the Iraqgi people.

4. The United States does not interfere in Iraq's internal affairs.

5. Air strikes are not the goal, but the goal is to enhance Iraqi capability.

6. Giving advice and assistance to counter-terrorism.

7- Sending military advisers to lIrag.

It is well known that ISIS threatens the stability of the Middle East,
which contains a number of vital interests for the United States Interests which
constitute the parameters of foreign policy, and their objectives are as follow
(Byman & Moller, 2016, pp. 263-297):

1. Protect Israel's security through maintaining its military and economic
superiority over all Arab countries and making the balance of power always tilt
in Israel's favor by providing military, economic and diplomatic support that
makes Israel the strongest country in the region.

2.Maintainingthe flow of oil and gas from the Middle East at stable and
reasonable prices.

3- Working to protect the security and stability of the allied and friendly
countries of the United States, whose policies are in line with American
interests.

To find out the impact of president Obama's political principles on
shaping his government's strategy against ISIS in Irag, it can be said that the
principle of non-interference in international affairs only if a high-level threat
occurred has been reflected in his strategy, as the emergence of ISIS and its
control over large parts of Iraq and Syria have been considered to bea high level
of threat to the security and interests of the United States (Flournoy & Fontaine,
2015), and therefore the U.S had to intervene and eliminate the organization
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through limited military intervention, in order to enhance its security and
interests in the region.

Based on the above passage, Obama'’s strategy in confronting ISIS seeks
to achieve three main objectives:

1- Eliminating the terrorist organization once and for all:

The United States has announced the formation of a multilateral
international coalition since ISIS took control of Mosul in 2013, with the main
objective of dissolving the organization first. Then eliminating it once and for all
through ongoing gradual work to reduce the geographical area controlled by isis
in Irag; hunt down its elements and hit financial resources and internal and
external sources of funding.

In light of this, the U.S. and the international coalition forces used fighter
jets, drones, helicopters, and missiles fired from the sea against ISIS targets in
Iraq and Syria.

2- Addressing the reasons for the emergence of ISIS and correcting
the course of the political process in Irag:

One of the main objectives of the U.S. strategy against ISIS in Iraq is to
eliminate the organization once and for all, and to maintain long-term victory .
Hence, the Obama administration's view that the integrated plan (military and
political) should include strengthening diplomacy with the Iragi government in
order to address the political reasons that paved the way for the emergence of
ISIS, on one hand, Integrating Sunni Arabs into the political process, on the
other hand. In other words, through its limited military intervention strategy, the
U.S administration was planning for the post-1SIS era by changing the reality of
Sunni Arabs from exclusion and marginalization to integration and genuine
participation in the political process.

3- Striking jihadist ideology:

The primary focus of the United States has been to eliminate al-Qaeda
and its associated networks. To some extent ,the U.S., has been able to achieve
military successes and narrow the scope of the organization's safe geographical
area, despite the fact that its strategy in countering and limiting terrorism lacked
any comprehensive vision of the jihadist border shattering ideology, as well as
its appeal. This shortcoming was a result of the U.S.’s disregard of the impact of
the political, social, and economic conditions that paved the way for the spread
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of jihadist ideology, and the data it interacted with and contributed to its
formation.

The strength of the terrorist organization I1SIS doubled during President
Barack Obama's second term, taking advantage of the security vacuum in Iraq
and Syria, and the U.S. strategy focused on two key things in resisting the
Islamic State in Iraq:

1- Launching swift military strikes on the organization in the lraqi
areas:

The United States has focused on using indirect military intervention as a
means of fighting ISIS in Iraq, It used drones, and Air Force aircraft to destroy
elected targets to avoid causing any casualties in theU.S. military and to avoid
the U.S.’s involvement in a long-running military war that could drain its
military and economic capabilities.

2- Forming a U.S.-led international coalition to fight ISIS:

In 2015, the United States of America called for the formation of an
international coalition led by 60 countries with limited use of military force
.They focused on air strikes and provided ground support to the lIraqgi security
forces and Kurdish Peshmerga forces to confront ISIS in Irag. All countries
agreed to participate in this alliance, but they agreed not to send troops on the
ground. Instead, they opted to arm the Iraqi army and carry out air strikes
against the organization in the country.

Colonel Christopher Carver, spokesman for the coalition, confirmed in an
interview held at the headquarters of the U.S. Embassy in The Iraqi capital
Baghdad, that the number of coalition soldiers in Irag will reach 7 thousand
troops after the arrival of 560 American soldiers, while the number of members
of the terrorist organization "ISIS” in Mosul is likely to be between 5,000 and 10
thousand elements. Coalition aircraft have conducted70 air strikes against ISIS
positions in Iraq over the past week," he said, adding that coalition forces have
trained 23,750 members of the Counterterrorism Service, the army and lraqi
police forces, as well as conducting training for border guards ( sy Joutt cattal
wlgd suse).

Carver also pointed out that the number of ISIS fighters in Mosul is
between 5,000 and 10,000, and we expect their number to decrease to 5,000-
6,000 at the start of military operations in Mosul. In preparation for the start of
the battle to liberate Mosul, the United States has strengthened its military
presence in Iraq with another 400 troops. Colonel John Dorian, the spokesman
for the U.S.-led coalition against ISIS in Irag said that the number of U.S.
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military personnel working in Irag has risen from about 4,000to 4,460 within a
week.

That's why Barack Obama focused in his second term on changing the
direction of U.S. strategy toward some issues and crises in Irag according to
certain priorities, Starting with fighting the spread of terrorism and fighting
extremist religious regimes, and not getting involved in new wars or military
confrontations. It is not clear that there is a U.S. plan to deal with the new
reality, and President Obama's speeches did not signal a real direction to put an
end to the growing threat of that organization in Irag. Yet, a new U.S. strategy
announced by President Barack Obama on September 10, 2014, included four
elements:

1- Conducting an organized campaign of air strikes on the strongholds
where the organization is holed up.

2. Support Iraqi forces fighting ISIS on the ground, including sending
475U.S. military personnel to Iraq, whose role is limited to training Iraqgi forces
and providing them with weapons and information.

3. Continued counter-terrorism efforts to prevent ISIS from carrying out
any new attacks.

Continued humanitarian assistance to those affected by terrorist
operations.

The initial features of the organization's international confrontation
against ISIS crystallized on September 14th, when the ISIS’s positions in Iraq
received their first air strikes. the organization's expulsion of the Christian
minority and the persecution of Yazidis in Nineveh was the main incentive for
the U. S’s Administration to accelerate its efforts to form a coalition, and to
begin air strikes, as well as to provide support to Peshmerga forces in Iraqi
Kurdistan and to enable them to repel the organization's expansion into the
Kirkuk and Sinjar mountains.

The U.S administration found itself embroiled in a new open war against
ISIS in Iraq and The Levant, while the Obama administration asserted: "This
new war does not mean war in the traditional sense, as was the case in the Wars
in Afghanistan and Iraq during the administration of former President George
W. Bush as much as it is part of the war on terrorism. It also stresses that the
U.S. military role will remain limited to training, guidance, armament, and to
intensive and ongoing organized air strikes against I1SIS positions in Both Iraq
and Syria, with the aim of allowing Iragi and Kurdish forces, as well as
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moderate Syrian opposition forces backed by the U.S, to achieve a full advance
on the ground and defeat them altogether later.

Although U.S. airstrikes were able to limit the advancement of ISIS forces
on the ground, and caused them lose much of the element of initiative, these
strikes were not concerned with eliminating them and defeating them altogether.
Obama seemed comfortable in avoiding the involvement of a new U.S. ground
military ,which strengthened ISIS's influence and contro

(15Logwe G Ghels coppaise Labigl of ladl WIladl aizdl CasS) .

The Obama administration announced the formation of an international
coalition to eliminate the group, but no real measures have been taken to
confront ISIS officially. Especially ,since the Obama administration prevents
the involvement of U.S. forces in any ground war, which prolongs the life of this
organization. Many believe that there is no real strategyby the Obama
administration in the face of ISIS, except for the strategy of procrastinating, and
burdening the next President of the United States with the problem. This led
some to label the strategy announced by Obama as “delusion”.

The third Axis: Assessing Obama's strategy to fight ISIS in light of
the 2015 national security strategy:

In 2015, the US administration issued the second report defining the
national security strategy since Obama took office. The report included the US
commitment to leading international coalitions to fight terrorist organizations,
with a strategy based on limited military intervention, refusal to involve US
ground forces in the battle, and waging an all-out war. Wide range . Where the
principle of Obama in his foreign policy through this report is based on two
basic principles, first emerges from the trends of the non-indulgence current of
the realist school, and secondly represents an

outcome of the costly and difficult experience of the war in Irag. It is
known that there are two conflicting intellectual currents with regard to defining
the American role in international affairs, the interventionist trend and the
realistic trend, and the interventionists push for a greater role in international
affairs and a broader political and military involvement, and they believe that
the interest and ideals of the United States require work to shape the global
system and protect it from the dangers that threaten it, and to work alone
whenever necessary.

(219 dzbie 2020 (ozs)
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In light of these elements included in the report, we can see the most
important points that can be drawn from President Barack Obama's strategy in
his war on ISIS, given that his strategy is variable and ambiguous, and lacks
mechanisms and timetables, as follows (80 axiw 2016 . uss):

1- It is an ambiguous and changing strategy: the killing of the two
American journalists in 2014, "James Foley" and "Robert Satloff”, by ISIS
organization in a way that stirred up the American community, so President
Barack Obama developed a strategy hastily and hated him to confront ISIS
the terrorist Then, developed a quick and urgent strategy that lacked clear
mechanisms and means, specific plans, or timetables. An example of this is the
focus of the discussion on with the failures of Obama's strategy in fighting ISIS
about whether the strategy works in terms of its reliance on air strikes, without
the presence of effective and significant US forces on the earth . The Obama
administration has been subjected to a storm of criticism expressed by
Democrats and Republicans alike, demanding that it revise to combat ISSI
completely (6 axiw 2014 .. cad)).

On August 29, President Obama acknowledged that his country does not
have a strategy to counter ISIS, which is taking over vast swaths of land in
Irag and Syria, and then the recognition of not having a strategy in dealing ends
with trying to preserve the international and regional coalition and work
through it (Condon, 2014).

2- A disjointed and irregular alliance: The international regional
alliance called for by the United States of America appears confused and loose,
as each country participating in this alliance has its own different accounts from
the other country, and each country maintains assessments that suit its national
interests, which are not similar. With the American vision in the war on ISIS,
and the most prominent example of that is Turkey, which at the top of its
conditions was the overthrow of Bashar al-Assad's regime, the creation of a
buffer zone for refugees, the non-arming of the Kurds and its refusal to intervene
on the ground.

3- A limited and insufficient strategy: To reflect on this strategy, we
find that it focuses on rapid and limited selective air strikes that do not greatly
affect the structure of ISIS. President Obama does not wish to repeat the Iraqi
or Afghan scene once again by involving American soldiers in the war against
IS1S(19-18 =il 2014 .o ) . @and According to the former Chief of Staff for

Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance, the limited use of air power to
destroy ISIS indicates several questions regarding the goals adopted by the
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Obama administration. The goal is still unclear, especially since the use of air
power until today, and although it is highly accurate and effective. As far as its
use, the degree of its use is very limited compared to the capabilities of use. that
could be for the Air Force. This slowness in use resulted in results and
disasters in the region to the extent that the American writer "Michael Vickers"
called for saying that time on our side, as the Islamic State is not just a regional
rebel a leader army, but rather a terrorist group with international influence for
global jihad. We need a strategy that prioritizes Syria rather than the strategy
we were following, which puts Iraq as a priority ... The threat in Iraq is local,
while The threat in Syria is international, and we can imagine the apparent
confusion in this strategy announced by Barack Obama to fight ISIS.

CONCLUSION :

Based on the above, the US strategy which was put by the President
Barack Obama to combat ISIS in Iraq was characterized by caution and a
gradual escalation of the use of force without figh isis organization in Iraq,
was characterized by gradual deline and exalation in using forces with out
sending troop on the ground to avoid falling in the Iraqi guagmire.

Its mechanisms have varied from the establishment of an international
coalition to fight the most well organized, armed and bloodest terrorist
organizations at the present time, to air strikes to limit its spread.

Accordingly, this strategy needs a period of time to achieve its goal of
having the authorities with in the areas it control as it was completely eliminated
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