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Abstract ; Article info

The countries of the Sahel suffer from a security vacuum as a
result of conflicts and ethnic and racial disputes for various reasons,
which prompted their populations to resort to migration to the other. Kevword:
Sahel countries in the search of an advanced social and economic status, § Iliegal migration
by identifying the many restrictive measures to receive refugees and | v Sahel countries
migrants by the countries of destination, it was natural to resort to illegal
routes in order to escape the tragic situation surrounding this region
through illegal migration.
This phenomenon has led to the arrangement of security risks,
both at the regional level of some blocks, such as the European Union
countries, as the country’s most vulnerable to illegal entries into their
territory, and at the level of the international community as a whole,
especially with regard to criminal activity, which has become one of the
most important priorities of concern to it, given the dire effects of this
phenomenon and its negative impact on the economic, political and
security system of all States.
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Introduction:

There are many reasons that led to the spread of the phenomenon of illegal
migration in the African Sahel towards Europe and America, especially unemployment,
poverty and the emergence of armed conflicts with a sectarian and ethnic dimension
characterized by widespread violations of human rights. The colonial legacy has
contributed to the increasing frequency of conflicts and crises in this region, especially
because of the colonial division of borders.

Procedures for receiving migrants in the context of access to cheap labour have seen
a significant decline in European countries, which has led them to restrict them and make
them stricter, which in turn has led to a growing reliance on illegal migration as an
alternative route of entry.

The security challenges facing the Sahel region are transboundary, as they are no
longer limited to this region only, but extend to international implications whether they
relate to a particular region or have an impact on the entire international community.

From this point of view, it is clear that our study has a research problem centred on
the following proposition: What are the security threats posed by the phenomenon of
illegal migration from the Sahel region?

We will try to answer this research problem by highlighting firstly the security
threats experienced by European countries as the region most targeted by illegal
migrations, and secondly security threats of a global nature that have serious implications
for the human security of all humanity.

The first axis: The Impact of Illegal Migration in the Sahel Region on European
Security

European countries are the most attractive destination for illegal migration by
migrants and asylum seekers (Charafeddine Warda, 2013), due to the advanced economic
system that characterizes these countries as well as the social sponsorship they
pursue(Hannan, Current International Transformations and Their Impact on European
Security Strategy in the Sahel, 2016). However, the increasing frequency of this
phenomenon has been a security burden on these countries, which is reflected in the many

manifestations that have touched the various aspects of security in the countries of Europe,
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which have tried to address this phenomenon under mechanisms and means adopted by

them, especially by ensuring security in the face of this phenomenon in the Sahel region.
The first requirement: Manifestations of the security threat of illegal migration in
Europe

European countries, in particular, face significant security threats as a result of
illegal migration coming from the Sahel region(Hannan, Current International
Transformations and Their Impact on European Security Strategy in the Sahel, 2016), and
at the forefront of these threats begin religious extremism, which has been transmitted to
them by immigrants who embrace different intellectual beliefs, thus transferring the pace
of extremism beyond conflict zones, and this danger extends to the emergence of
minorities in European countries seeking to acquire a legal system in them, which will
necessarily lead to a widening gap between migrants and indigenous peoples in these
countries (Tahar, 2016), which It will inevitably create situations of discrimination and
instability in European society, a stability that has also been struck by terrorist activities
that have become the obsession of European governments, so that illegal immigration has
led to the existence and creation of sleeper cells of terrorist networks in European
countries whose main aim is to destabilize and destabilize their security (Raouf, 2014).

On the other hand, they suffer from an equally serious threat of the spread of
political violence, considering that the Sahel region represents a real environment for
violence as a result of the colonial eras it witnessed, the spread of the phenomenon of
military coups d'état and the collapse of the rule of law in it, and its demographic
composition contributed to the establishment of ideological-ideological and ethnic conflict
in the region due to the tribal and ethnic diversity present in it, which had a great role in
building aggressive thought based on conflicts and turmoil as a basis for
governance(Hannan, Current International Transformations and Their Impact on European
Security Strategy in the Sahel, 2016). This environment has had a great impact on the
transfer of illegal migration to European society, which is facing a great challenge to the
intellectual integration of migrants to achieve the process of social integration in
accordance with the European system based on the ideology of respect for human rights

and fundamental freedoms.
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The second requirement: European efforts to secure illegal migration in the Sahel
region

To confront the phenomenon of illegal migration in the African Sahel, European countries
have sought to take many measures and measures of a security, economic and political
nature, among which we mention the following (Ben Hussein Salima, 2013):

- Impose a tight security policy on the border through the establishment of several
mechanisms and agencies such as Frontex, which works to secure the European
borders, and the formation of Euro-Force in 1995 and The Rapid Reaction Force in
2002 in order to confront the dangers that may surround them, including illegal
immigration.

- The conclusion of bilateral and collective agreements aimed at improving the
situation of migrants and refugees by ensuring their return to their country of origin,
and to ensure the implementation of these agreements has been included in the
partnership agreements, with the establishment of special detention centers for
migrants as a temporary waiting station before deporting them to the country of
origin, and in 2015 adopted a policy called "unsafe countries" in order to deport
migrants and asylum seekers coming to them through illegal migration.

- The establishment of the "Euromed Immigration™ project, which is an extension of
the Barcelona Project of 1995(Fayza, 2011), which aims to establish regional
cooperation to counter the influx of migrants by financially supporting the countries
of origin in order to combat unemployment is the main cause of the spread of the
phenomenon of illegal immigration.

- Signing and committing under several common international conventions, including
the Rabat Communiqué of 2006, which emphasized the mechanism of cooperation
and the need to provide international protection for migrants and refugees, in
addition to the "Charter on Migration and Asylum" of 2008, which provides for the
development of an effective policy to address the consequences of illegal migration.

- The adoption of the European Neighbourhood Policy based on the provision of aid

from European countries to the countries of origin for migrants, and building an
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economic partnership with the countries of the African Sahel through the

establishment of a free trade area.
- Activate the role of the European Police (Europol) which is responsible for the
exchange of information between the European security services, where each EU
country must designate a national unit of communication in order to coordinate
between it and the European Police on various topics related to European security.
- Criminalization of illegal immigration under domestic and regional laws, with the
need to unify legislation on this phenomenon.
- Include the fight against illegal immigration among NATO's concerns at the request
of the countries of the South most affected by this phenomenon (Oussama, 2016).
Security solutions were not limited to European initiatives only, but the international
will was directed towards curbing this phenomenon, where the United Nations stressed the
need for coordination and international cooperation to combat it and to arrange
responsibility on the countries of origin in improving social and economic systems, to
eliminate the motives for resorting to illegal migration due to the effects it has on the
international community as a whole (Nations, 2013).
The Second Axis: The International Scope of Security Threats Resulting from lllegal
Migration in the Sahel Region

The security danger of the phenomenon of illegal migration in the African Sahel and
its extension to various countries in the world is highlighted in the spread of the criminal
phenomenon as a transit area for the most important dangerous crimes such as drugs and
the arms trade, as well as an important source of financing for terrorist activities, whether

with human or material equipment.

The first requirement:lllegal migration in the Sahel region is a supply line for
transnational organized crime

Transnational organized crime is one of the most serious crimes due to its
transgression of the territory of one State, and it negatively affects the economy, security
and stability of States (Ben Hussein Salima, 2013), and depending on the large numbers of

migrants, illegal migration is an important source of the commission of this crime.
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At the outset, we would like to point out that the smuggling of migrants itself is a
transnational-organized crime, since it is carried out in contravention of the laws of States,
whether transit States or States of destination (Raouf, 2014), and depends for its
commission on the territorial borders of more than one State, and therefore it is a flagrant
violation of the territorial sovereignty of States, so that their borders become a fertile
ground for the commission of various crimes that affect the safety of migrants in particular
and humanity as a whole in general.

This crime is committed individually or collectively, and the second most
widespread form is considered as it is carried out through organized and large-scale
smuggling networks in which it relies on various influential people to corrupt them,
especially at the border, and these networks seek to achieve huge financial profits, in
exchange for securing transit to and residence in the country of destination by fraudulent
means and methods, while individual smuggling is carried out by infiltration through ports
or smuggling in small boats (Oussama, 2016).

The Sahel countries are also considered a transit zone for the drug trade,
contributing to the transit of 15% of the cocaine trade, through a complex network and a
series of transit points for various countries to reach Europe(Hannan, Current International
Transformations and Their Impact on European Security Strategy in the Sahel, 2016), and
given the element of cross-border crossing, illegal migration is a main supply line for the
commission of this crime, so that migrants are harnessed as couriers to smuggle drugs
(Nations, Current Status of Regional and Subregional Cooperation in Combating Drug
Trafficking, 2014).

Migrants are exposed to many crimes committed against them, whether they relate
to their funds such as the crimes of forgery, embezzlement, fraud and fraud, or related to
their physical integrity as the most targeted person for more serious crimes such as the
crime of trafficking in human organs, or the crime of trafficking in human beings
(Oussama, 2016).

The latter is considered a complex and continuous crime so that it does not end with the
arrival of migrants to the country of destination as is the case with the crime of smuggling,

but they are transferred to another place where they are exploited in various forms of
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sexual and forced exploitation (Oussama, 2016), and to point out that the border area in

(Libya) has witnessed a significant increase in the commission of this crime, due to the
targeting of the category of migrants so that illegal migration turns into a means of
entrapping victims, in order to exploit them in prostitution and forced labour, and it is
worth mentioning that it has become difficult to distinguish between an immigrant and a
perpetrator because they dispose of their identity documents (Oussama, 2016).

In his report, the Secretary-General of the United Nations stressed the complexity of
organized crime committed in the Sahel region as being related to each other. Thus,
several crimes are committed at once by extensive criminal networks that are often closely
linked to terrorist groups and drug traffickers (Tahar, 2016), which encourages insecurity
in the region and makes it a transit area for the commission of crimes of international
dimensions such as the crime of international terrorism.

The second requirement:lllegal migration in the African Sahel is a new form of
financing of international terrorism

International terrorism is among the crimes that have provoked wide controversy in
international jurisprudence and a great divergence in international practice (Ben Hussein
Salima, 2013). The phenomenon of illegal migration contributes to the feeding and
financing of this crime in various forms.

One of the most important forms of financing of international terrorism is the
recruitment of terrorist groups with the human element, which also included children and
women. The intensive recruitment operations witnessed in the region are due to the
exploitation witnessed by these groups due to the dire social conditions they are going
through and the series of conflicts and turmoil that characterize the Sahel region(Hannan,
Current International Transformations and Their Impact on European Security Strategy in
the Sahel, 2016).

This region is considered one of the most dangerous in the world, due to the spread
of terrorist groups in it, especially with the emergence of "Al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb™, which has practiced many terrorist activities in it, and on the other hand, we
note that the countries of the African Sahel lack the necessary military expertise to

confront the threat of international terrorism, especially in the border area, which is the
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most targeted area by terrorist organizations, whether for the smuggling of weapons and
the movement of terrorist groups or within the framework of recruitment(Hannan, Current
International Transformations and Their Impact on European Security Strategy in the
Sahel, 2016).

Terrorism is also financed through the arms trade, which is characterized by a
distinct activity in the Sahel region, and the illegal migration of migrants contributes to the
diversion of these weapons, work to smuggle them and transport them to conflict zones
either directly or through them to other points of the world. Due to its importance in the
arms trade, the region is considered the largest global market, given the facilities it offers
for the storage and transport of weapons.

In this regard, we note the most important terrorist acts that drew attention to the
seriousness of illegal immigration, represented by the London bombings of 2005, the riots
carried out by African and Moroccan migrants in France, Belgium, Germany, Netherlands,
Greece, and the Madrid bombings, which had a great impact on the amendment of the
"Schengen Agreement”, which grants migrants visas to enter the European Union
countries (Tahar, 2016).

Conclusion:

Finally, we conclude that the Sahel region poses a significant security threat both at
the regional level of the EU countries in particular, and at the international level in general.
Therefore, it was necessary to look for means and mechanisms to reduce the phenomenon
of illegal migration witnessed by this region towards various countries of the world.

The mechanism of joint cooperation to reduce this phenomenon is among the most
important mechanisms that help to combat it in two stages. A pre-migration phase by
eliminating the causes of its spread and exacerbation, such as economic cooperation to
eliminate unemployment, improve the standard of living of migrants in their countries of
origin, and establish security and stability in the Sahel countries by working to reduce
armed conflicts in them. In addition to the subsequent stage of illegal migration through
the establishment of strict procedures and security measures at the border, and the
development of mechanisms that achieve a balance between the protection of the rights

and freedoms of the migrant on the one hand, and work to empty the attempts of illegal
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migration without their content and work on the serious judicial follow-up of the

perpetrators and financiers of these operations on the other.

The international dimension of the phenomenon of illegal migration in the African
Sahel imposes intensified efforts at the international level along with the internal
regulations of the countries of origin, so that the elimination of corruption and hotbeds of
criminal activity in developed countries will prevent the financing of global smuggling
networks that derive their activity and influence from developed countries and active in
this field, which possess high material and technological capabilities that contribute to

solutions without reaching criminals active in these networks.

Footnotes:

1 - Hlegal migration means "the transfer from the motherland to the country to which the
migrant is emigrants for continuous residence, in contravention of the rules governing
migration between States in accordance with the provisions of domestic and international
law". Quoting: Charafeddine Warda, "Combating the crime of smuggling migrants in the
Algerian Penal Code", Journal of Jurisprudence, Issue VI, Proceedings of the Study Day
"Legal Treatment of the Phenomenon of Illegal Immigration”, Faculty of Law and
Political Science, Mohamed Kheidher University, Biskra, January 2013, p. 87.

2- lllegal migration to Europe is most active through the presence of sea ports on the
borders of the Maghreb countries, where huge numbers of migrants crossing the
Mediterranean Sea towards Europe have been recorded. See: Laabadi Hannan, Current
International Transformations and Their Impact on European Security Strategy in the
Sahel, Thesis of Master Degree in Political Science and International Relations
specializing in International and Strategic Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Science,
Mohamed Khider University, 2015, p. 105.

3 - In this regard, we would like to point out that there are several channels and trends
through which illegal migration takes place, especially with regard to the Sahel countries,
as they take place either through the Mediterranean or West African region, or from the

Horn of Africa and East or Southern Africa. This multiplicity of trends has contributed to
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the difficulty of confronting this phenomenon and the need for intensified efforts to reduce
it. See: Laabadi Hannan, ibid., p. 105.

4 - The Barcelona Declaration was the result of many economic developments in the
European Union countries, especially with regard to the emergence of the World Trade
Organization, the emergence of an economic war as an alternative to the Cold War and the
hegemony of the United States of America as a unilateral pole trying to control vital and
strategic areas of the world. The declaration aims to enshrine a spirit of cooperation
between the European Union and the countries bordering the Mediterranean and addressed
several aspects, but the security aspect has taken an important place, especially with regard
to confronting the population threat coming from the south through illegal migration. For
more details see: Khattou Fayza, The Security Dimension of Illegal Migration in the
Framework of Euro-Maghreb Relations 1995-2010, Graduation Note for a Master's
Degree in Political Science and International Relations specializing in Strategic and
Security Studies, Faculty of Political Science and Media, University of Algiers 3, 2011, p.
101.

5 - Most of the definitions of organized crime contained agreed on the element of secrecy
in planning, organization and material profit in achieving objectives through reliance on
authority and international groups. For more details see: Ben Hussein Salima, op. cit., pp.
97-98.

6- The United Nations also confirmed the seizure of approximately 212 kg of heroin in
West and Central Africa in 2013, and recorded a significant increase in the use of tramadol
so that 157 shipments of unlicensed tramdol were seized, which were transported in 2012
from India to West Africa, to increase one year later to 882 shipments. The European
Union, the United States of America, Canada, Australia and Asia are the destination
countries for drug trafficking and smuggling of migrants. See: United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime, Current Status of Regional and Sub regional Cooperation in Combating
Drug Trafficking, Twenty-fourth Meeting of Heads of National Drug Law Enforcement
Agencies Africa, Addis Ababa, 19/09/2014, Document No. UNODC/HONLAF/24/CRP.1
of 08/07/2014, pp. 3-4 and 12.
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7 - Migrants, especially those who are in the country of destination, are exploited
clandestinely and are vulnerable to involvement with criminal networks, and migrants are
often involved in such activities in order to repay the accumulated debts resulting from
long-term illegal migration journeys. Bouzid Oussama, op. cit., p. 55.

8 - Organized crime is defined as: "The crime practiced by an institutional organization
comprising a large number of professional individuals, within the framework of which
they work according to a system of division of labour and the assumption of command
positions that are very precise, complex and secretive, and governed in a very harsh
dictionary amounting to murder or physical abuse of those who violate its provisions. At
the top of the organization is one president to whom everyone owes absolute loyalty and
blind obedience, and the organization often continues for centuries after society coexists
with it for fear of its oppression and to seek its protection." Quoting: Bouzid Oussama, op.
cit., p. 55.

9 - The failure to reach an inclusive and prohibitive definition of terrorism has contributed
to its multiple use by major Powers in accordance with their strategic, military and
economic interests. For the definition of terrorism, see Ben Hussein Salima, op. cit., pp.
94-96.

10 - Children are exploited to participate in fighting and various terrorist operations, while
women are harnessed in cooking and providing terrorist networks with fuel and materiel in
addition to sexual exploitation. See: Laabadi Hannan, op. cit., p. 108.
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