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Abstract:

This study aims to induct the accountability
of  Frankfurt  School of  Critical
Enlightenmentand modernity, and it
examines the school’s inability to present
an alternative conception of what it
criticized represented in: The Instrumental
Reason, and The Reification and
Alienation. The Frankfurt Critical School
has succeeded in dissecting the Western
mind, and it succeeded in explaining the
problems of the transformation of the
Western mind into The Instrumental

Reason. It also succeeded, relatively, in

enabling the central concepts that it created,
but that success did not transform from
characterization and accountability to
presenting alternative perceptions and
producing Alternative paradigm, through
which a new framework can be established.
In addition to the foregoing, the aesthetic’s
absurd proposition in place of a parallel to
the instrumentalist Reason constituted a
simplistic and monistic view of the complex
form.
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Summary

Frankfurt School from questioning
the enlightenment and modernity to the decline
of perception and the aesthetic alternative

This study aims to induct the accountability of of the Frankfurt School of
Enlightenment and Modernity, and it examines the school's regression by presenting an
alternative conception of what it has criticized, in light of proposing the aesthetic
alternative (in its absurd form) as a solution to the forms of instrumental reason and the

alienation of man and his reification.

The central problematic issue of the research was represented in extrapolating the
relationship of school regression (in its first generation) from presenting an alternative
conception of what they have criticized, by proposing the aesthetic instead of

instrumental reason. With the study of the reasons for that recidivism. The research

came out with a number of ideas; the following came in the introduction:

The Frankfurt School was relatively successful in empowering the central concepts it
produced, but that success did not shift from characterization and accountability to
presenting alternative scenarios and producing different paradigms. The aesthetics’
proposition instead of a parallel to the Instrumentalist represented a simplistic and

monistic view of the complex form.

The critical school represented a systematic approach to the criticism of the
Enlightenment and Modernity. Criticism of the vision of the Enlightenment, criticism of
science, and criticism of modern society. The critical school has been able to establish a
set of highly condensed central critical concepts, at the forefront of which are: the
instrumental reason (with Adorno and Horkheimer), the alienation (with Erich Fromm),

the one dimension (with Herbert Marcuse) ... etc.

Criticism of the Frankfort school was characterized by a number of features, the most
prominent of which is its sharpness in proposition and its influence with the Marxist
dialectical trend. However, the criticism that can be directed at the school is its inability
to provide an alternative paradigm. Although subtracting the forms in complex
formulas; As the critical school did not present procedural solutions in a complex

format, in addition to drowning its theses in pessimism.
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The paper resulted in a study of the main features of the Frankfurt School, and
studied them under the following three themes: the fall of the critical view of the school
into the trap of pessimistic analysis without radical treatment and production of
solutions, and the biased vision towards negation without positivity, and the
fragmentation of critical theory and the distance from the systemic of integrative
construction. The study was concluded by extrapolating the aesthetic alternative to
which one of the school's early leaders, Adorno, the aesthetic alternative which was

characterized by indeterminacy.

The Frankfort school presented that organized effort in the criticism of the
Enlightenment and Modernity, but what it achieved was within the framework of
erosion without going further than that; What made the critical school face harsh
criticism from the side that opposes its ideas, represented by the defenders of the liberal
model, whose criticism of the school has been monitored by the study. The divergence
of the school's founders’ concerns has contributed to the fragmentation of critical theory
and its distance from the systemic of integrative construction, and the accumulation of

its concepts, although it indicates multiplicity and expansion.
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