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Abstract:

In this paper we tackle an essential
component in language studies,
which has always attracted our
attention, especially that it did not
get the attention it deserved in the
scholarship despite its importance
in linguistic communication, and its
crucial role in determining the
overall meaning and clarifying the
speaker’s intended message. We
are referring to the concept of
accentuation/stress that is classified
within the realm of phonology, as a
suprasegmental feature (prosody.(

The importance of this paper
resides in its aim to identify the
importance of accentuation/stress in
speech performance, its levels and
degrees, and also its relationship
with other phonetic features ( such
as intonation for example) while
specifying its linguistic functions.

Key words: Stress, Syllable, stress
function.
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Abstract

In this paper we tackle an essential component in language studies, which has always
attracted our attention, especially that it did not get the attention it deserved in the
scholarship despite its importance in linguistic communication, and its crucial role in
determining the overall meaning and clarifying the speaker’s intended message. We are
referring to the concept of accentuation/stress that is classified within the realm of
phonology, as a suprasegmental feature (prosody).

The problem with us has been determined according to following formula: How does
the stress contribute to guiding significance and facilitating linguistic communication?
In light of this lies the importance of this paper resides in its aim to identify the
importance of accentuation/stress in speech performance, its levels and degrees, and
also its relationship with other phonetic features ( such as intonation for example) while
specifying its linguistic functions.

This paper is made of four sections. In the first section, we will attempt to clarify the
concept of stress both in modern phonology and in ancient Arabic scholarship while
arguing that in this context, stress is generally equivalent to other various linguistic
terms like saturation, high pitches and the nominative case form. In the second section,
we will focus on the affiliation between stress and the syllable since the former is
realized through the latter. Moreover, we will devote the third section to identify the
phonological functions of stress within the framework of typological studies of stress-
timed languages where a distinction is made between two main categories depending on
the type of the stress: 1. languages with fixed stress and 2. Languages with variable
stress. In the fourth section, we will discuss the positions of stress and its rules in the
Arabic language. Finally, we will end the article with the following deduced
conclusions:

e Stress is one of the foundational characteristics of speech performance.

e Stress is a suprasegmental phenomenon that contributes to the acts of framing
meaning and facilitating communication.

e The standpoints of researchers concerning stress and its importance in speech
performance varies; on one hand, there are those who consider it a phoneme that
differentiates between the meaning of words while on the other hand, there are
others who negate such role and consider stress as a mere phonetic feature.

e The spoken chain in Arabic includes different levels of stress.
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e The impact that the morphological structure of the word has on the transfer of
primary stress from one syllable to another.

e The affiliation of stress with the syllabation system.

e Diacritical lengthening (Madd) trumps syllable weight in detecting stress and
implicating it in the spoken chain.

e The importance of stress in the acquisition of foreign languages.

e Stress as a didactic tool to be used in teaching Arabic to non-native speakers.

Keywords: stress, syllable, stress function
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